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Pantheifticon 

OR, THE 

form 

of Celebrating the 

Socratic - Society . 

Divided into Three Parts. 

Which Contain, 

1. The Morals and II. Their Deity and 
Axioms of the Philofophy. 
PANTHEISTS; III. Their Liberty, and 
or the Brother- a Law, neither de- 
hood. ■ ceiving, nor to be 

deceived. 

To which is prefix’d 

A Discourse upon the Antient and 
Modern Societies of the Learned, as alfo 
upon the Infinite and Eternal Universe. 

And fubjoined, * 

A fhort Dissertation ^upon a Two-fold 

Philofophy of the Pantheists, that is to be fol- 
lowed ; together with an Idea of the bell and molt 
accomplifhed MAN, t 




# Janus Junius Eoganejius, 

TO THE 

Learned and Ingenious 

READER. 


S one, who has the Intereft 
of Mankind greatly at 
Hearty and as a fritt 
Votary of the eternal 
Truth , I prefent to you , 
(candid Reader) a New Fellowfhip and 

A 2 • New 

* Mr. Toland was born in the moft Northern 
TPcninfuia of Ireland , in the Ifthmus of Londonderry , 
—That Peninfula was originally called, Inis-Eogan y 
or inis-Eogain j but it is now called, Inifoen , or 
Jnis-Owen. He was chriftencd Janus Junius y 
whence he calls himfelf Janus Junius Eoganejius » 
<*-See Memoirs of his Life and Writings. 
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De vita 
be&ta, 
Cap. i. 


To the READER. 

I 

New Regulation j by the embracing of 
which, you Jhall not only become better 
and wifer, but even live a Life of Joy, 
a Life of Happinefs and Contentment . 
By what Chance, or Care, thefe Things 
have been now brought to Light , it nei- 
ther is my Bufinefs to tell you, nor does 
it concern you to know , For to form a 
competent Judgment of them , our foie 
View muft be directed towards themfelves, 
we muft even confute nothing but. them - 
Jelves , as no cxtrinfic Eftimation, much 
lefs Authority, can enhance their Value . 
The Generality of Mankind is averfe from 
Knowledge, and vents Invedlives againft 
its Bartizans j but as Seneca nobly in- 
JlruSls us, To ufe our utirioft- Efforts, 
that Cattle-like, we might not follow 
the Herd of thofe that go before j going 
not where we fliould go, but where 
they go. And in a few Lines after. 
Since every Man chufcs rather to be- 
lieve than judge. Life then is never 
brought to a Scrutiny, Credulity has 

always 



To the READER. 


always the Afcendant, Error handed 
„ down from Father to Son embarrafles 
our Thoughts in its Mazes, we give 
headlong into it : In a word, it is the 
dull Infatuation of being led by the Ex- 
amples of others, that expofes us to 
Ruin. What therefore remains to be 
(tone ? We fliall be in Safety, (fays ibid. Cap.' 
he) if we feparate ourfelves from the 8 * 
Multitude j for the Multitude (as the 
fame Author inculcates a little after) 
is a Proof of what is worft. And no- 
thing is fo vulgar, (in the Opinion of 
Tully) as to have no Reliih for Know- De divi. 

nat.lib. 2. 
Cap. 39. 



Philofophy ( to make fill XJfe of Tufc.Dif. 
Tully ’j Words ) contents itfelf with a few P u k 
Judges ; it de/ignedly fhuns the Mul- *’ 
titude, as confcious of its Jealoufy and ' r 
Hatred j fb that fhould one undertake 
to vilify and caft an Odium upon Phi- 
lofophy in general, he may do it with 
the Approbation of the People j or, 

diould 


« 


To the READER. 


ftiould he ft rive to attack the Philofo- 
phy that we adhere to, he may find 
great Refources in the Syftems of other 
Philofophers. For your Part, Reader , 
if you chufe to follow Reafon, rather 
than Cuftom, for your Guide , you fall 
repute all Human Cafualties to be placed 
in a Degree far beneath you j you fall , 
patiently take up with your Lot , what- 
ever it is j you fall keep at a Dijlatice 
from you foolif Ambition , and gnawing 
Envy j you fall defpije peri fable Ho- 
nours, being to perif yourfelf in a fort 
* Lime j you fall lead a peaceable . and 
pleafant Life , neither admiring nor dread- 
ing any Thing ; and you floall defervedly 
apply to yourfelf thefe Verfes of Virgil, 

Georg Felix qui potuit rerum cognofcere caufas, . 

Lib. fi* Atque metus omnes 6c inexorabile fatum 

Ver. 490. gukjgQt pedibus,ftrepitumque Acherontis 
mni. 




— Bleft 



To the READER, 


. Bleft the Man ! 

Who could of Things the fecret Caufcs 
trace j 

And caft all Fears, and Fate’s unmoved 
Decree, 

And roaring Acheron , beneath his Feet. 

Trapp.' 

, Be fuch by reading this Pantheis- 
ticon : And when you know that it is 
a Philofophical , and not a Theological 
DcfcriptioUy that's here given of the So - 
fity, (for there's a wide Difference be- 
tween unfolding Nature's Myjleries , and 
difeourfmg on Religion) I Jhall bid you 
be wife t and 

p3few«lli 




ANTIENT and MODERN 

SOCIETIES 


OF THE 


learned. 

AS ALSO 

A DISSERTATION upon the Infinite 
and Eternal UNIVERSE, 


I. 


A N, as a fociable Animal, 
can neither live well, nor 
happy, nor at any rate, 
without the Help and Con- 
currence of Others ; there- 
fore feveral Societies, nay innumerable^ 
necefiarily arofe from the very Nature 
; ' / B of 




10 


PA NTHElSTlCON. 

of the Thing. Husbands enter into a 
ftrift Alliance with Wives, Parents with 
Children, Matters with Servants, Ma- 
giftrates with Subjects, and finally, from 
the coming together of all thofe Men, 
with their refpe&ive Families, the Union 
of living in Cities is formed. Some of 
thefe Societies are more, others lefs 
voluntary. The former, of which wc 
fpcak here, were called by the antient 
(7 ., 5 ' aii Greeks and Romans , Brotherhoods , Friend - 
jvrtif’u h Jhips, FellowJl.dpSj Societies. The latter 

Scciaiida too » vcr y °f te n the fame Appella- 
Srujiitaf tion ; but we are not to treat here of 
,c *’ the Corporations of Merchants and Ar- 
tizans, nor of religious Communities, 
and political Aflemblies ; fuch were the 
Arval Brethren , Titian Companions , An- 
gnjialsy Flavials, and Antoniniani . What 
we fpeak of, are thofe Societies that 
were frequently instituted among the 
Greeks and Romans t either for the Plea- 
sure or Inttruftiot) of the Mind. Re- 
ligious Aflemblies, efpecially if l^ld in 
the Night-time, and all others, either 
running upon Politics, or interefling 
thqnfelvcs in any Shape, with Regard to 
the Commonwealth^ vyerq qftect retrain- 
ed 
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cd and prohibited by the Laws j as alfo 
thofe folcmn R.egalios, many of which 
were celebrated on ffated Days of the 
Year, to fay nothing of the Companies It may be 
of Artificers, that are vaflly different from 
ours. This Misfortune, or Difgrace, alludes 
feldom or ever befel learned Fraternities, here to 
friendly and facetious Banquets, which p a ^,y 
were called by the Greeks, * Sytnpofia Free-Ma* 
and Syndcipna, by the Latins, £ Compo « fonj * 
tationcs and ConcanatiOnes, not unlike 
the StiJJitia of the Spartans. Each Wn* 
Member of the Society contributed 
fomething towards the Supper, that was 
to be in common ; this Contribution was 
called by the Greeks, Symbolum Of ii 

Symbola ; by the Romans, to ufe Cicero's 
Term, Collegia, from whence the En- u 
tertainment itfelf was called, Cana Col - 
latitia $ thofe who contributed nothing 
were uifymboli, i. e. Scot-free. The 
Symbolum moreover was called by the 

B 2 Greeks . 

. " i 9 

r 


• Iv/arfoiK) SuYl'rnmc. % Compotationes, Con- 
canaiiones, — are fynonimous Terms, so (ignify 
Eating and Drinking in OftflMyjuity, 
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Greeks, -{' Eravium , the Supper Eranos,' 
the Guctts Eranijiec , and the Matter of 
the Fcatt Eranarcha . 

tfe tfo cfeg fe efetfo jfe eh cfe ctfj c’fe 

II. 

B ut as nothing in Nature is more 
beautiful than Difpofition and Or- 
dcr, fo, in all fuch Banquets, the 
Brethren, who, forthemoft Part, Ihould 
not be more in Number than theMufes, 
nor fewer than the Graces, or rather 
the exaCt Number of the Planets, 
chufe among themfelves, by catting 
et.'.-t*:- the Dice, a Prefuient , who might 
h-i- point out for them the Order of Drink- 
ing and Argument. This Prcfident was 
alfo characterized with feveral other 
i.yTi-vr Titles, as the Manager of the Club , 
f the Chief the Umpire, the King, the 
iffff Captain-General, the Father of the Sup - 
‘^r per , the Lord of the Banquet , the Mdf 
Lu>ai^i. fcr c r t j :c r cvc / s according to Cicero ; 

u:ot. and, according to Varro , the Steward oj 

the 

•f Ff:'w:> jrira), £f<t> ■ “ Thefe Words 

fignify, a'lo, Tiibutomoncy, the Colle&ors of Taxes, 
Charity extended to needy Friends, and the Stone 
called the Is*r$ucift. 
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the Feafl. For which Reafon, Jupiter 
Good-fellow was worshipped under that 
Name, as the moft equitable Mediator 
and Arbitrator of the Laws of focial 
Life. Whoever is willing to know the 
Qualities that are requifite for a good 
Prefulent , mull conlult at leifure the 
fourth Queftion of the firft Book of 
Plutarch' s Sywfto/ia, for they regard ra- 
ther the Laws of Drinking than Argu- 
ment Now as thefe Banquets were 
feafonable or unfcafonable , more or lefs 
delicate and fumptuous, thofe which. 
Ilcrmognies calls, Socratic Entertain- 
wents, eafily bore the Sway over all 
others, and were juftly more commend- 
able. We have a Specimen of them in 
the Writings of the two moft excellent 
Difciples of the divine Socratcs t to wit, 

Plato and Zenopbon . 

ek efee’fc ek <$s «*?*-r*.>*- rfo -"j*- ♦’fc, 

III. 

O UR Age likewife has produced 
not a few, Who, at Table, de- 
firous to difpute freely, and with lefs 
Reftraint, upon any Topic whatfoever, 

inftituted 
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indituted Entertainments, not unlike 
thole of the Socratics, and even called 
them, not improperly, Socratic Societies . 
Mod of thefe are Philofophers, or, at 
lead, in a Degree bordering upon Phi- 
lofophers : Bigotted to no one's Opi- 
nion, nor led afide by Education or 
Cuftom, nor fubfervient to the Religion 
and Laws of their Country ; they freely 
and impartially, in the Silence of all 
Prejudices, and with the greated Sedate- 
nels of Mind, difeufs and bring to a 
Scrutiny all Things, as well facred (as 
the faying is) as prophane. They are 
In the A* called, for the mod Part, Pantheijls , 
rahvy of upon Account of an Opinion concerning 
!h° GOD and the UNIVERSE, pccu- 
arc bar to thcmfelves ; but diametrically op- 
pofite to the Epicureans, Chaologifls, and 
\ui.ih ; Oneiropcli/ls, as they acknowledge no 
butUfe, fird Confulion, no Fortune, much lefs 
Mai.fr of Chance, to be the Maker of the World. 
I r.-^uage Notwithdanding they deliver their Sen- 
\\ 1 1. have timents, concerning the Caufe and 
vS. Cf * Origin of Things, in Conjunction with 
Linus, the mod antient, mod authen- 
tic, and revered Oracle of myderious 
Science, faying, 

All 



PANTHEISTIC ON, 

-|* All Things are from the JVhole t and 
the Whole is from all Things. 

This fliort Sentence, which they al- 
ways have in their Mouth, requires to 
be fully explained, wherefore we fhall 
here briefly clear it up, by adjufting 
exaftly Words to Things. 

They aJJ'ert that the Univerfe ( of which 
this World we behold with our Eyes is but 
\ a [mail Portion) is infinite both in Ex* 
tenfion and Virtue , but one, in the Con - 
tinuation of the Whole , and Contiguity of 
the Parts : Immoveable according to the 
Whole , as beyond it there's no Place or 
Space , but moveable according to the 
Parts , or by Difiances in Number inf. 
rate : Incorruptible and neceffary both 
Ways , to wit, eternal in Ex fierce and 
f Duration : Intelligent alfo by an eminent 
. Ref on, and not to receive its Denomina- 
tion from our intellectual Faculty , unlefi 
by a fight Similitude ; Finally , wbofe 
integrant Parts are always the fame , and 
eonjlituent Parts always in Motion. 

I 

, ^ ,£X a,T ^ 4 ^ T * U yan-aii r$ t Sir 

VI — Air Things are from the All, and the All it 
from all Things. Stor. Ethg. tfafi 
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I could not exprefs thcfe Things in 
fo concife a manner, with greater Per- 
fpicuity, yet for the further Satisfaction 
of the Reader, I fhall animadvert upon 
them, one after another. 


&L & S* S& S& 


IV. 

F ROM that Motion and Intellect 
that conflitute the Force and Har- 
mony of the infinite Whole, innume- 
rable Species of Things arife, every In- 
dividual of which is both a Matter and 
Form to itfelf, Form being nothing elfe 
than a Difpofition of Parts in each Body. 
From whence therefore we may con- 
clude, that the beft Rcafon, and moll 
perfect Order, regulate all Things in the 
Univcrfcy in which there are infinite 
Worlds, diftinguilhed from one another, 
as other Parts by their peculiar Attri- 
butes, although, with Regard to the 
Whole, there are no Parts really fepa- 
rate. . Things moving by Parts in no 
wife take away from the Perfection of 
the Unherfe , as thereby new Perfections 
are produced, by a 


never-ceafmg Prin 
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ciple of Generation. Neither is. the 
conftant Diffolution of many Things, 
that rcfult from thofe Parts, an Hin- ^ 
d ranee to its Perfection, inafmuch as L t h er 
this is a Point of the greateft Perfection j fromthofg 
for nothing of the Whole perifhes, but fart> * 
DeftruCtion and Production fucceed each 
other by turns, and all by a per- 
petual Change of Forms, and a certain 
moll beautiful Variety and Viciffitude 
•of Things, operate neceflarily towards ' » 
the Participation, Good, and Preferva- r I 
tion of the Whole, and make, as it 
-Were, an everlafting Circulation. * 
i * That celebrated Darling of the r 
-Mufes was of Opinion, That from One 
all Things are made> and / hall be re- 
united to the fame. Finally, the Force 
and Energy of the Whole, the Creator 
and Ruler of All, and always tending 
to the belt End, is GOD, whom you 
may call the Mind y if you pleafe, and 
Soul of the Univerfe j and hence it is^ 
that the Socratic Brethren^ by a pecu- 

C liar 

* Diogen. Laert, in proccroio, Se£t. 3. i,l s r J 
ytnSjLii km its Taurh aretM/i&M. Out of One 
all Thing* {prong, and are to be diffoived into,’ and 
-confounded with, the fame again. 


* i 

& 
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moll fimple, and actually indivisible, 
infinite too in Number and Species, 
and that all Things are made out of 
their Compofition, Separation, and va- 
rious Mixture, but with proper Meafurcs, 
Weights, and Motions ; to wit, with a 
mutual and mechanic Proportion and 
Difproportion of Parts in their Nature 
moveable, and with a mutual Determi- 
nation of concurring and impelling Bo- 
dies, which without any Void are di- 
vided into their own Elements. There 
is no Intermifiion of Determinations, 
inafmuch as there is no Space void, Vacuum 
nor a laft Barrier. For the commonly re- 
ceived Axiom in Schools, viz. There's 
710 fitch Thing as a Prcgrcfs of Motion 
in infinitum, is both fophiftical and 
falfe, as there are infinite Individuals, 
and as neither a Firft nor a Laft can be 
fixed upon ; and though we willingly' 
grant, that there is no infinite Determi- ' 
nation, or any particular Species of Mo- 
tion ; yet, at the fame time, we make 
no Allowance for a firft corporeal. Move- 
able, or an immovable Center of the 
Vnherfe , or even a Center of the Uni- ' 
wrfe , in any Senfe whatfoever. As to 

C 2 the 
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the Devices of Epicurus , who aflerted. 
That thefe Things were cemented , and 
concreted together , by rough and fmooth , 
and hooked and crooked Bodies , not for - 
getting the lntcrpoftion of his V nd> we 
fhall leave them to himfelf, with his 
fortuitous Concourfe of Atoms, and De- 
clination of the fame not extrinfically 
determined; afling, perhaps, fomething 
in his Pittances between divers Worlds ; 
that we fhould not dwell long upon the 
eternal Defcent of Atoms' to a Line, 
and fuch like Paralogifms, when in an 
infinite Space, neither the higheft nor 
the loweft, nor the middle nor the laft, 
can be conceived. Internal and univer- 
fal Adlion, the chiefeft of all Motions, 
is circumfcribed by no Limits, the Uni - 
verje itfelf being unlimited, wherefore 
there will be no Abfurdity in eftablifliing 
an infinite Acttion j but all particular 
Motions mutually terminate, retrain, 
retard, or accelerate thernfelves, accor- 
ding to the Manner and Strength of every 
Refiftance or Jrnpulfe. Our Defign 
does not permit us to difpute here, 
either upon the mutual Atttion of the 
Globes againft thernfelves, or upon Ar- 
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guments in Defence of a Void, which, 
have been advanced by Philofophers of 
no finall Repute. Whoever feeds his 
Fancy with thefe Notions, let him con- 
fult the great Newton, In compounded 
Bodies are contained, as we laid, Par- 
ticles of every Species, that cannot be 
cut or parted, this or that Species hav- 
ing the Afcendant, for the more there is 
in a Thing of the Suhftance of another , 
(according to the old Maxim) the more 
it will derive from it its Appellation ; fo 
that, it comes to pafs, that there’s no 
real Innovation in the World, except 
the folc Permutation of Place, from 
whence proceed the Production and 
Deftrudtion of all Things, to wit y by 
Generation, Encreafe, Alteration, and 
fuch like Motions. For all Things, as 
we already remarked, are in Motion, 
and all Diverfities whatfoever are fo 
many Names for particular Motions, 
f not one lingle Point in Nature being ab- 
solutely at reft, but only with regard 
to other Things, Reft itfelf being truly 
land eftentially a Motion of Refiftance, 
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VI. 

T H OUGH T, which we muff not 
omit fpeaking of, is a peculiar 
Motion of the Brain, the proper Organ 
of this Faculty ; or rather a certain Part 
of the Brain continued in the * Spinal 
Marrow, and in the Nerves with their 
•f- Membranes, conftitutes the principal 
Seat of the Soul, and performs the Mo- 
tion both of Thought and Senfation j 
which vary wonderfully, according to 
the different Strudlure of the Brain, in 
all Kinds of Animals. As to other 
Movements of the Body, performed by 
the Means of the Nerves, we undertake 
not here to fpeak of them. 

The Ethereal Fire environing all 
Things, and therefore fupreme j per- 
meating all Things, and therefore inti- 
mate, of which a Kitchen Fire is a cer- 
tain analogical and imperfed Similitude • 

the 

* The Spinal Marrow that begins in the Brain, 
and runs along the Ridge of the Back. 

f Meni»x t a thin Membrane which inclofeth the 
Brains, whereof thtre are two, the one thicker, called 
Dura Muter, the other thinner, called Pia MeUr, 
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the Ether, I fay, by a wonderful Struc- 
ture of the Brain thereunto adjufted, 
and by exterior Objedts that adt on the . 
Brain, through the Means of the Nerves 
of the Senfes, and excite therein various 
Imaginations, duly executes all the Ma- 
chinery of Conception, Imagination, Re- 
membrance, Amplification, and Dimi- 
nution of Ideas. It is this Fire alone, 
more fleet than Thought itfelf, and by 
far more fubtil than any other Kind of 
Matter, which can with fo quick a 
Motion run over the tended Cords and 
Ligaments of the Nerves, and varioufly j^hmenti 
agitate them, according to the different r rca * 
Impreflions of Objedts upon the Nerves. 

'What is more, the Ether is a reviving 
Fire, infilling a fweetand gentleWarmth, 
not burning, not difllpating, not con- 
fuming as ordinary Fire. * It rules all i- 
1 Things , (fays the Author of the Treatife ' 
upon Diet) it difpofcs of all Things, ac~ 

\ cording to Nature , without Noife , and 


• — — evep »T(xpanjTccj, Si'iarcr ctmtnoi, 

ya.ru. tyvat* a^cacv xai fyei kcu ^xvsci ’> u r ivra 

<fp omtSt x'hmfft pittas, J uV* 

JOS, t fpnytpw : rtvro veinx Slot trarris AvfrtprA > 
'**) rut i ml mm ivi (mt xrpf/w&r, Lib . i. $ttf. i ^ 
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imperceptible, either to the Sight or 
Touch. In it is Soul , Mind , Prudence , 
Encreafe , Motion , Diminution , Altera • 
tion , Watching , /V governs All in 

all Things , and never Jitjfers celeflial 
and terreftial Beings to be at Ref. 
This Fire is Horace's Particle of divine 
Breath t and Virgil s inwardly nouri firing 
Spirit , heavenly Origin , /fry Vigour , 
and if there be any other Name, which 
he ufes to exprefs it. The Animal Spirits 
of the Moderns, and their Liquidity 
of Nerves , arc but empty Titles, unlefs 
they denote this Fire. Now by what 
Means Imaginations are excited, or Ideas 
formed in the Brain (which Organ, as 
it is corporeal and very complex, it can 
produce nothing but what is corporeal) 
we made to appear in our fecond Book 
of EJ'oterics , where we demonftrated 
that all Ideas whatfoever are corporeal. 
Wherefore rejetfling the Notions of fome, 
who figure to them felves, the •(* Dia- 
phragm , to be the Seat of the Soul, or 
the Heart, or Liver, or other Parts j 

It 


t The Membrane that parteth : the Heart and Lungs 
from the other Inuails. 
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* It behoves Men • to know, (fays Hippo- 
crates, or rather Democritus, in that 
valuable Treatile upon the Falling Sick - 
nefs) that no other Part but the Brain 
affords us Pleafures, as Mirth, Laugh- 
ter, Diverfion ; and, on the other Hand, 
Grief, Anxiety, Sadnefs, and Mourning : 
By its Means we become wife, and under - 
ft and, and fee, and hear, and know 
what's bafe and honejl , good and bad, 
agreeable and dijagreeable, difcerning 
feme of them by Rule, and perceiving 
others by the Advantage that is annexed, 

D to. 


* o7 1 a i 

vS'CVC ti yiY 0 v 1 cU< Xctl 061 U’(p{>0CUY&lt XCt) ml <srcu* 

$ixl> « *. xct) a V'/rcih xct) cgWfU> xct) i u^(ppoavvxi» t 

ml xmuQjucb Kct) tcuto> 9p M'v/utv juamta ml vcw/uw* 
mi £a ivro^ev,' xct) akovc/mv* xccl yixcoJMfMY rct^s At^pd 
Xct) Tct XCtAfi 6 > XCtl Tct xctxa» xctl ct>a 9 ct xctl i/j£a xcti» 
ctifJect; Tct pdv vcpico J /ctx^l Tctfe *rc? at^epcm 
cfAvS&vo/iwoii '.Tto Si.Ttl? oj 'd£ Xctl tc?c oc’wj \&$ 'roict 
y.cap>r< 7 t J'lctyircjjxiyltf, xctl oj tauIa dpum vpuv. 

AUTO) TOVTO) xctl /UCUV&/U&A ml Tr&pxqpov'io/xtrt X(X i 
i'u/ucLl&ml 90/J51' 7 rctp/rcty?ctf lyJi'i rot ^ yJxra-p, rd 
ii UfAfW l ml iYVTtVix xctl ?tac6Voj atxot/pw* ml 
ypsvriJ^ cl/^ ixK^ercu, xct) ct ?voviv t xct^er *4 >tcok, ml 
dvSui, ml o£?r«fiV JKct) t ctura aVi 7V *^xe- 

(f.OAOiiTrotJ'Tct, oTctv SV©- ^uh i^icaKu • ctAA* « Stp^ep;^ 
TWf 9 VM& fivflT&h ii ^XpOT-^p^, *" V 7 P*Ttf&f a £gp3- 
7 {p©*, >1 TI CtAAO CT 67 rOV 3 r H TTCtS©' TTCtpct TW 0 

1 6 . The Stftions if ard jp lhould alfo 
be read, or rather the whole Sssk, 


2 C 


Quod Sa- 
cra:Partis, 
/>. Animi 
fi f . 

SaetrMoi *• 
bus, Co 
called. 
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to them : By the fame , in their proper 
Times , we diftinguifh Pleafures from 
what are not fo, and the fame Things 
plcafe us not always : By the fame we 
grow delirious and run mad , we nurfe 
Terrors and Fears , feme haunting us by 
Night , others by Day , our Thoughts are 
taken up with Dreams, we give into un« 
feafonable Errors , we are pojfeffed by 
empty Cares , we are ignorant ofStanders - 
by, and we fall into a Difufe and For - 
getfulnefs of Things. All this is occafioned 
by the Brain , when it is not in its due 
Pofition ; that is to fay , when it is not 
found, but is hotter or colder , moifter or 
dryer , or, in fine, fujfers any Thing 
contrary to what is natural or ufual. 
The Tongue is not more the Organ of 
the Taftc, than the Brain is that of 
Thought : But let our Difcourfe return 
to the Place from whence it has di- 
grefled. . V ; 
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VII. 

np H E Seeds of all Things, begun 
J [_ from an eternal Time, are com- 
peted out of the firft Bodies, or moil 
fimple Principles, the four commonly 
received Elements being neither fimple 
nor fufficient : For in an Infinity all 
Things are infinite, nay even eternal, 
as nothing could be made out of no- 
thing, and therefore we may conclude, 
that the organic Stru&ure of Seeds * 
could not be formed out of any Con- 
courfe of Atoms, or any Species of Mo- 
tion whatfoever. To illuftrate this Te* 
net by fome Example or other, the Seed 
of a Tree is not alone in Power a Tree, P«umia, 
according to the Notion of Arijiotle j f a P abl ®°* 
but a real Tree, in jvhich are all the aTree, 
integrant Parts of a Tree, though fo or io *. 
minute, as not to be perceived by the ©f beinga 
Senfes without Micro fcopes, and not Tree, 
even then, but in a very few Things. 

All that this Tree wants is a fuller Dif- 
tin&ion and Magnitude of Parts, which 
is gradually acquired by the Application 

Da 
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of fimple Bodies. of diftinCt Species, that 
are, as fo many condiment Parts, ne- 
cefTary to the Nourifhment and Increafe 
of that fimple Body. Therefore no 
Species of Trees perifhes, in as much as 
the Seeds, in which it lives, always re- 
main alive, and fhould they be received 
in a proper Place, forthwith they imbibe 
a more diftindt Conformation, Nutrition, 
Augmentation, and by Degrees arrive at 
a due Perfection. The fame may be 
faid of the other Species of the Univerfe , 
not only of Animals and Trees, but 
alfo of Stones, Minerals, and Metals, 
which are not lefs vegetable and organic, 
having their own Seeds, formed in their 
own Matrix, and encrcafing with a pe- 
culiar Nutriment, as well as Men, Quad- 
rupedes, Reptiles, Birds, Fifhes, and 
Plants. 


VIII. 

»MT*I$ true, Philofophers, for the 
JL - mod Part, are of Opinion, that 
Gold, Cryftal, &c. are fimilar, or Bo- 

. ° dks 
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dies of like Nature and Parts,' made up 
of an external Apportion, or any other 
T Vay,becaufe they appear fo to theSenfes. 

3ut the Pantheijh think, that they con- 
fid of diflimilar Parts, from whofe Com- 
prehenfion, (this, or that having the 
Afcendant, as a Principle of Compofi- 
tion,) arifes the Body called Homceomeres. 'onwmfe. 
There is no fuch Thing to be met with 
as a fimilar mixed Body, no not even in Leer. i. 
Metals and Stones, for Chymifts de- A 
monflrate, that fuch Bodies are cemented 
by a manifold growing together of fe'-' 
veral Subftances for- y'hich<fReafon, 
from Gold, than which nothing feems to : 
be more fimilar, they extra# Sulphur, 
Quick-'filver, ; Earth, and other Things, 

.that go to the Compofition of this noble * s ; i 
Metal, ^though not all Things, as this 
would exceed the Bounds of human In- 
duftry. i- In Stones and Metals we may 
.behold fundry Shapes of Veins, fuch as 
the Shoots, as it were, of Branches and 
.Roots, fpread far and wide, which they 
have in their Mines and Quarries * from 
whence, (to appropriate to myfelf the 
Words of a certain Philofopher) a friend- 
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ly Aliment gently * filtrates, firfl: through 
Paflages more lax, afterwards gradually 
through more narrow ones, to refine 
and make purer the Nutriment, and 
finally, an Exhalation pafles through thin 
and hidden Pores, As the Blood flows 
up and down, and is driven to the Ex- 
tremities of the Body, fo in the Nature 
of Blood an alimentary Subfiance diftills 
through the narrow Holes of Stones and 
Metals, from whence each Part, through 
its own Conduit, fucks in what is be- 
fitting its Nature. If fuch a nutricious 
Sap is lefs perceptible in them, than in 
the Stomach and Veins of Animals, let 
him remember, who requires this from 
Nature, that a diftin£t Aliment from the 
Parts does not appear more in Trees, 
whofe Anatomy, notwithftanding, has 
been executed by feveral. If one fhould 
fay, that in Plants there are certain Fi- 
gures of a Trunk, Branches, Leaves, 
Blofloms, Fruit, . Seeds,! fo alfo in thefe 
all this may be found,, either analogous, 
or in a different Manner.: And as Plants 
: . 5 . ' themfelves 


• PrtUHatur t from whence, by an attractive 
Charm, or by Way of a Lore, fcfr. the genuine Sig» 
nificaticn of the 
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themfelves fhrub not after the . fame 
Way, why then Should we admire, if 
Things propagated under the Earth, 
meet with a different Kind of Life ? 

The Man who at S any Time obferved 
innumerable Gems^ beautifully diftin- 
guifhed by various Figures, to grow in 
certain Places, there’s no Reafon he 
fhould believe, they were lefs aduated' 
with Life, than the Teeth and Bones of 
Animals. As every Country is not pro« 
dudive in every Thing, in like Manner, 
all Stones, and all Plants grow not 
every where * every Place affords not a 
proper Nourifhment to every Particular. 
Marble grows here, Diamond there 5 
one Stone puts on its due Form fooner, 

■ another Stone later ; this Seed generates 
Pebbles, that Rocks. Stones receive an 
Increafe and Decreafe, are more or lefs 
durable, as well as all other vegetative. 
Beings. But fome are at a Stand when 
they perceive no Room for Nourifhment 
and Increafe through fuch hard Bodies, 1 
and fuch narrow Pores. Who (fay 
they) can believe that the vafl Bulks of 
Stones and Metals are nourifhed like : 
Bones, and : increafe by Vegetation? 

i 
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What nutricious Force can foften and' 
dilate that invincible Hardnefs ? But (to‘ 
anfwer them by another Queftion) what 
is admirable here, that we behold not 
alfo in the Teeth of Animals? They 
are harder than moft Stones and Metals,' 
notwithftanding they imbibe their Ali- 
ment through minute and imperceptible 
Conduits, and encreafe according to 
every Dimenfion. Yet that Teeth may 
receive the Addition of a new Subftance, 
*tis neceffary that each Part fhould be 
as firmly compacted, and diffufed into 
a larger Bulk, which in like Manner 
would Be feafible, if a Tooth was equal, 
to a Mountain or Ifland. If this is no 
Matter of Wonder with regard to Bones,, 
and the hardeft Trunks of Trees, why, 
pray, fhould it feem next to a Prodigy 
with regard to Stones and Metals ? As. 
growing Trees and Trees hewed down- 
differ, fo Stones in Quarries, and. Stones 
hewed out of them: Thofe are alive, 
and thefe are dead j thofe in their na- 
tive Beds are full of Sap, thefe torn, 
afunder are deftitute'of .Moifture, and; 
at length are -reduced to Duff. In a 
Word, every rThing in; the ; Earth is 
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Organic, and there is no equivocal Ge- 
neration, or without its own Seed,, of 
any Thing in Nature. Wherefore it is 
not without Reafon, that the Earth 
ihould receive the . Appellation of Mo- 
ther *Panfpertnia y to whom the Sun -J* 
Pammcjlor is a never decaying Hufband ; 
and this juftifies my Anfwer to a German 
Inn-keeper, who impertinently imporr 
tuned me to tell, him, what Country- 
man I: was? The Sun is my. Father, the 
Earth . my Mother , the World's my Coun - 
try , and all Men are my Relations. As 
if an ignorant and infipid Perfon fhould 
accoft me with this V erfe out. of Homer , 

i .> 

, ' T»£? TTf&ir tlf (Wjfur ? TrsSf To) VQKtfl it ft TCMtS i r 

i - • * 

Why? From whence are you ? Where* s. 
your. Cjty f. Inhere was you. born £ 

' i • * r 

I »•. V v.. 

i 



A' Mixture of all Seeds. 

t Tha t infiuencej all Thing*, A Mafttr, (ton 
of > Cura, *" 
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cfecife S&fk" cfe efocfe t&tSfetife tfe c&efc cfecfec'fecfe 

IX. i 

*~|~"'HE Pantheifts maintain the Py- 
J| thagoric Aftronomy, more pro- 
perly called the /Egyptian, or to fpeak. 
with the Moderns, the Copemican , plac- 
ing the Sun in the Center of the Planets 
that turn about it, among which our 
Earth is neither the leaft nor the moll, 
inconfiderable : Like unto it, there are 
other innumerable Earths, making their 
Revolutions in ftated Times, according 
to their refpe&ive Dillances about their 
own Suns, or fixed Stars, as they call 
them. The fame they ftedftrftly hold 
to, with regard to Comets that defcribe 
the greateft Circles. Good-Gods 1 whilft 
they devote themfelves to the Study of 
furveying the Heavens and the Earth, 
what an exquifite Pleafure arifes from 
the everlafting Courfes of wandering 
Stars ? In the Contemplation of which 
they calculate both the Velocity of the 
Lefler, and Slownefs of the Greater, 
actuated with one and the fame Motion 
Nature. Hence they eafily conclude, 

that 
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that there are no real Wanderings of the 
Planets, that none of them retrogrades, 
none of them ftands, none of them 
goes out of its right Road, howfoever 
thefe Particulars might appear to the 
Eyes of Men. They alfo know exactly 
in what Senfe antient Connoifleurs un- 
derftood the Mufic of the Spheres : 
Phatfo great and fo fweet a Sound , fays « „ . 

Cicero, joined together by unequal Rejls , c»p. 
though in the exaffiejl Proportion y is the 
Refult of the lmpidfe and Motion of the 
Orbs themfeheSy and mingling Sharps 
'with FlatSy conjlantly produces fcveral 
harmonious Concerts . The more antient 
and wifer Kind of Philofophers 
underftood this, not of a flat or fharp 
Sound, not of the feven-fold JDivi® 
fion and Agreement of Tones, but of 
the wonderful Harmony of thefe Mo- 
tions j whilft Poets departing not from 
their Art, indulged their Fancy, and 
whilft the monftrous Forgers of folid 
Spheres grew, delirious, and as a Punifh- 
ment for their Folly, in a Manner heard 
the Rapidity of the Sound. How many, 
and what agreeable Problems are eafily 
folved by the Pupils of the Pantbeifts l 
As among other Things by what Means 

E * the 
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the floweftStar can get up to the quick- 
eft, which is notalledged here, as a 
Thing difficult to ' be explained, but 
that, in a few Words, I might give 
fome Hints of their Do&rine, with re- 
gard to the Co-incidence of Extremes , 
(if I’m allowed the Term) feeing that, 
: purfuant to the Rules of their Inftitutes, 
I am not allowed to lay open theWhole. 


X. 

TTT'ROM this Co-incidence of Extremes, 
il 1 the Pantheists deduce a certain 
Third, and truly wonderful Motion of 
the Earth ; which is to be meafured by 
the Progrefs of the Equinoctial Points 
(the fixed fhewing it to a Demonftration) 
and therefore, by the flow, but continued 
Declination of the meridian Line. The 
Axis of the Earth, ■ I fay, foils without 
ccafing, always parallel to itfelf, about 
the Pole of the Ecliptic, from which it 
is diftant, in every Place, twenty-three 
Degrees and a half, inclining to the Plane 
of the Ecliptic, and the Eqdinoxes ^by 
Degrees proceed to the i fouthern Parts, 

:• ^having 
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having nothing to do with the Ecliptic. 
Than this there- cannot be a clearer De- 
monftration, founded upon the- Obfer- 
vations of Arijtarchus , Eudoxus , Hip- 
{ parchus , Ptolomy , Copernicus , Halley , 
and other excellent antient and modern 
Aftronomcrs ; fo that when the Equi- 
noxes come to the Tropic of Capricorn, 
there’s a Neceffity of their proceeding 
farther to theAntartic Pole, and fo after- 
wards by turning about to the Artie. 
We Britons in reality are more remote 
now from the Artie Pole, than in the 
Time of 'Pytheas the Maflilian : Al- 
though the eighth Sphere is at fo great, 
a Diftance from the Earth, that the Di- 
verfities, -Magnitudes, and Oppofitions 
of the celeftial Appearances, deferibed 
by antient Aftronomers, feem not fo 
much changed to the Senfes, through- 
out the Courfe of two thoufand Years 
and upwards; but that we have in ef- 
fed come nearer to the Antartic Pole, 
not only the Seafons of the Year, by 
little and little altered by the Progrefs 
of the Equinoxes, are a Teftimony j but 
alfo a milder Temperatenefs of the 
fame Seafons, proceeding from hence, 

whigh 
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which evidently appears from Hiftory 
and the Authority of Obfervations. 
This third Motion (which I call Equi- 
noctial, to diftinguilh it from the diur- 
nal and annual Motion of the Earth) 
proceeding gradually from Eaft to Weft, 
bringsMatters fo to pafs, that the Sphere, 
called the Eighth, or the Region of vi- 
able fixed Stars, though immoveable,' 
might feem, neverthelefs, to go from 
Weft to Eaft j fo that whether the 
eighth Sphere moves over the Poles of 
the Ecliptic in Confeqncntia , or whether 
»£*•»* there is a Progrefs of the Equinoxes in 
Antecedently the Appearances will be 
mftifirn- t] ie fame, and all the fame Things will 
afteCl our Sight. This Phenomenon 
fhould be explained the fame Way, as 
the other Motions of the Earth, former- 
ly attributed to the Sun and Planets, 
and it muft be refeued from the Ab- 
furdities of prating Cavillers, both which 
we have fufficiently acquitted ourfelves 
of, in the third Book of Efoterics, >■ 
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xr. 

A S a natural Confequcnce of this 
equino&ial Motion, every Particle 
of our Globe, the fame may be faid of 
the other Planets, muft, in the Courfe. 
of Ages, undergo all Sorts of Adven- 
tures and Viciffitudes. This Inclination 
of the Meridian , fays every Pantheijl , 
JI:cws that the Axis of the Earth does not 
always pafs through oppofite Parts;. 
Whence it comes to pafs t that by little . 
and little , and infenfibly different and 
different Regions , are placed under the 
Axis , and the Inhabitants of the Zone t . 
now frigid y are brought back and turned 
to the equinohlial Line ; 1 and t at lengthy 
the Place o f the Artie Pole to the Antar- 
tiCy and the Eaf to the IV ef y which 
Herodotus, from the facred Authority 
and myflerious Monuments of the ./Egyp- 
tian Pricflsy tefifes to have happened for - 
merly twice . • That is, ' * the Sun twice 
• . jets ; 

» *.'^ r V tm T ^ UTC f t u xfovy Ttrp&Kis oSiair 

Tp» WAicr ccvAtimcu: trOiri cvv KxraS utxi , irSnvritiU 
tTTAYTciMii Kcti tvSrer m JmMfi, trkv- t« i U lucra&mu 
JLib.it. Cap. 1436, 
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fcts where it now rifes,. and rifes as 
often where it now fets. This not only 
twice, but alfo innumerable Times, has 
happened, and will happen in the eter- 
nal Duration of Things, although fuch 
a Converfion of the Stars, and a Reduc- 
tion of all Parts into the fame Situation^ 
requires a Revolution of about thirty-fix 
thoufand Years. Copernicus , it feems, v 
would fain reduce this Number to twenty, - 
five thoufand Years. O how often thofe 
have been made a Jeft of, who ridiculed' 
the /Egyptians ! whofc naked v Bounds, 
they even underftood not, unfkilled . in 
the purer Aftronomy : I may fafely call 
them, bar barons Strollers, juggling and* 
enfnaring the Minds of the little People 
with ftrangely monftrous Whims. But 
from this ObJ, 'creation , (as that mofl in- 
genious Man proceeds) on which Mathc - 
maticians Jhculd. employ all their Carej 
and Study , we perceive a fingular Un- 
der/landing of Nature and admirable. Pro * 
vidence , that the fame Part of the Earth 
fiould not be condemned to fo long a Cold l 
but that, each., and.cvery.Region, might 
partake in its Tiime, of all the Afpefts of 
the Sun:,, which, Mtwitbjlanding ,, upon, 

■ mmnfc 
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account of the Slownefs of Motion , and 
the fort Life of Man is not difcerned \ 
That Change of the Axis might be alfo a 
Proof of the Force , 'Whereby the Earth 
directs itfelf to a certain Part of the 
eighth Sphere , to pafs gradually from one 
to 'another Place of the Earth j whence 
there is a NeceJJity of the Climates of Re- 
gions being change d> and the Latitudes 
of Cities , and the Situation of Sun-dials 
placed upon the Meridian Line . More • 
over, the Equinoctial Line of the Earth is 
changed with the Axis , and paffes to ano- 
ther Part of the Earth > but as it is al- 
ways perpendicular to the Axis t if no 
other Change happened , the Equinoctial 
Line would be fill found under the Star of 
Aries, as it was in the Time c/'Eudoxus, 
and the Equinoctial Points would not have 
moved forward in Antecedents. Not- 
withftanding, that this conies to pafs, 
it is moft certain, for now the largeft 
Star in the Horn of Aries (in which, in 
Eudoxus's Time, the vernal Equinox was 
placed) with regard to the Ecliptic, has 
at leaft the Breadth of three Degrees to- 
wards Pifces j but with regard to thfc 
Equator it has fuch a Bending, that it 

F airnoft 
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almoft touches the Tropic of Cancer . 
Wherefore it neceffarily follows, that 
the Ecliptic is changed, which was in 
the Time of Eudoxus . 

XII. 

T H E fame Change, by an almoft 
parallel Reafon, holds good with 
regard to Fluids and Solids, Moifture 
and Drynefs ; for whatever is Sea now, 
was formerly Land, and all that is now 
Land, will, in time to come, be Sea, 
the Bulk and Afped of the terraqueous 
Globe remaining always the fame. This 
is a new Dodrine I confefs, but a very 
true one ; and of this Opinion, unlefs I 
am miftaken, was, among other Dif-r 
ci pies of the /Egyptians, the Clazomcnian 
Anaxagoras , * who being ajked, whether 
the Mountains of Lampfacum werp to be 
at any ‘Time Sea ? Yes, fays be, unlefs 
Time f mid fail . For he believed, that 
they were partly difeovered, and partly 

made 

- - ■ ■ I. .' . , . 

* Tlfcs ri rlt lentl** it 7 a it Amp/UKO ofn hut 
Wi&cumtI* ? fault tnrttr, iar yi o ph 

Pioc. Laert. Ub. ii. Seff, 10. 
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made by the Ebbing of the Sea, (as we 
fliall explain elfewhere) and that they, 
ffiould be overwhelmed and confumed 
by its Flowing. Wherefore the Ocean* 
not without Reafon, was called by the 
Antients Amphitrite, becaufe it environs, 'At3 tS 
tears, and makes a Havock of the Earth. 

The Slownefs of thefe Converfions car- 
ries a Face of Difficulty, when obferved 
by fome of the Learned $ but it is by 
thofe who proceed llowly : Whereas, if 
the Obfervations are made by the more 
fprightly, molt comfnonly they become 
. negle&ed by all, if not finally entirely 
forgotten. Hence it is that Theophraftu9 T a (c 
dying , (according to the Relation of put. Lib. 
fully) is faid to have accufed Nature , 3- Ca P* a8i ‘ 
jor having granted a long Life to Harts 
and Ravens , that did not want it j and 
fuch a Span to Men , to whom it would be 
of vaft Confequence to live longer ; and 
could their Days be lengthened , all Arts 
and Sciences would be brought to a Per - 
feSlion, and Man’s Life would be 
improved in all Kinds of Learning, 

He, therefore, complained, that Death 
feized him , when be bad juji began 
to have a glimmering Light of thefi 
F 2 . 
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Things. We examine not how juft 
this Complaint is, neither do we deny ' 
the Truth of Hippocrates's Maxim, 
*Life is Jhort, but Art is long. However, 
we are not entirely deftitute of all Help 
to pafs a Judgment upon the Equinoctial 
Motion, as it is evident to the Learned, 
that the fame Points of the Earth turn 
no more towards the Great Bear , the 
%LeJfer Bear , and other fixed Stars, 
which in the Time of Hipparcus t or 
even of Ptolemy , had fuch a Situation, 
to fay nothing of the remarkable Changes 
of Shores, Iflands, and other Parts of 
our Globe, occafioned by this Vicifli- 
tude. Far be it from me, that I fhould 
aflert any thing, that is not proved by 
Experience and Reafon, it is therefore 
then, that I rcjeCt every precarious Hy* 
pothefis and empty Conjecture, which 
are denied with a better Right than 
projected. I difeard, in like Manner, 
and pafs the fame impartial Judgment 
upon Things granted, and not evident 
or proved, and all fuch Fallacies, on 

which 

• "O fifxYus i. Si vi/Jn Aphorifjn.’ 

J. i. 

% Or. the Star in the Tail of the LtJlr Buir, 
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which very often lies the whole Strefs 
of a Demonjlration. 

XIII. 

B Y this Ebbing or Declination of 
the Sea, I fpoke of (which we al- 
low to be more ealily proved from the 
long Continuance of Time, than from 
Obfervation) certain Bodies can be fully 
accounted for, efpecially Sea - Bodies, 
which are found in every Part of the 
Earth, and not only buried deeply, but 
alfo very often broken from huge Rocks, 
and the hardeft Marble. That thele are 
the real and identical Bones, Spoils, 
Remains of Fillies, and other Animals, 
the learned Woodward, after the Attempts 
of fome others, has copioufly demon- 
strated, a Man of great Penetration in 
thefe Studies, and deferving well of the 
learned World for his curious Obferva- 
tions, and for (hewing that thefe are 
not Sports of Nature, nor Stones of 
their own Kind, nor terreftrial Filhes or 
Shells, as many others have idly dream- 
ed. We are to form no other Judged 
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ment of the Scraps of Vegetables buried 
the fame Way. For all Species of Stones 
(as we hinted above) receive their In- 
creafe, as well as all other Vegetables, 
from a loofe fluid Matter fuitable to 
them, which Matter fometimes fhuts 
up within itfelf the hard and fmall Bo- 
dies that perchance fall in its Way, or 
running into fuch Bodies, if hollow, 
and by Degrees petrifying therein, as in 
a Matrix,- finally aflumes their Form. 
Thus it is, that we muft likewife ex- 
plain the Origin of figured Stones, as 
the * Echites , -f* Conchites , and all of 
the like Kind. Efoterics furnilh us with 
a ready Explanation j but not the uni- 
verfal Deluge, fuch, as there never was, 
the Globe of the Earth ftill remaining, 
(among others, the famous Stillingfeet , 
late Bifliop of Worce!ier y proving this 
clearly in his Sacred Origins) nor that 
ever it could in reality be effe&ed by the 
Separation of Parts, whatever way any 
one (hould take to explain it. I fay this, 
with a due Deference to the Learning 
__ - and 

• A precious Scone of a darkilh green Colour, 
and (omcwhat like a Viper. » • > 

f Stonej, I fuppofe, formed from (be Shells of 
Fifties, and refcmbling Pearls.. 
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and Reputation of Burnet , Woodward^ 

Whijlon> and others, who have not ex- 
actly underftood the Narrative, or dived 
thoroughly into the Defign of that wife 
Law-giver Mojes , with regard to the 
Origin of Things, and the general Flood ; 
not to fay that the Hiftory of this ALgyp- AflAf>oll. 
iian Philofopher concerning the Rife, ' r ' 1. 
Fall, and intermediate Viciflitudes of 
Things, abridged afterwards by thofe 
that followed him, was fuperftitioufly, 
or fillily, wrefted from its genuine Sig- 
nification by many, or vaftly corrupted 
by idle Jugglers. As the Figuration of 
Stones is underftood by the Panthcijls , 
fo alfo are the Rcprcfentations of Plants, 
and other Things imprefled upon Stones; 
but Trees digged out of heathy Grounds 
and marfliy Places, are defcrvcdly for 
the moft attributed by them to Tern* 
pefts, Inundations, Earth-quakes, and 
to Men who hewed them down, which 
I myfelf have very often found cut and 
burnt : This is evinced from proper Ar- Burnt and 
guments, that cannot be now alledged ; { ’ corched 
for we muft not here go to the Bottom. [Sts, 
of Things, or defeend to Particulars, as theBog 
Upon thefe (before recited) moft folidly . Fi " f ° ond 
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laid Foundations of the tmmenfe and 
eternal Univerfe, the Pantheijls build 
their Philofophy, and imbellifh it with 
all poflible Perfections. A more fubtil 
Explanation of Things, and the Solu- 
tions of Phenomenons are to be met 
with in our Efoterics , it being our De- 
fign to write at prefent Hiftorically and 
not Phyfically. 




XIV. 

I T will not be amifs to remark, as 
we go along, that the excellent * 
Author, above quoted, upon • Diet , 
(whom I judge to be not Hippocrates , 
but fome one more antient) delivered 
in a few Words, like fo many Oracles, 
the whole DoCtrine of the Revolution 
of all Things, the Appearances remain- 
ing 


* Ei ‘/c tf xtt) 'iTrxoxpiro vs ish txeito to (biCshr, 

ii Qxuy t©», 11 Qims'iu r©*, » Afiw&g 
n Tut 7TH Mtuv'r us Trcms yap at a<pt pyw 

«Vri. Ua.t%S imni rut tumIw ctvSpvt imr • bin 
pit 'irjrcxpdrvs trfttfivriMh miufittxoats iurS, 
Ga ibn. dt viflu in acvtii merit t, Lib, I. Ofcr, ( ttm, 
5. t. 43, 
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ing always the fame. For after having 
reafoncd upon the primary Elements of 
Nature, together with their infinite 
Concretions and Secretions, and deduced 
accurately from thence this Theorem, * 
Every Thing is to All , as All is to every 
Thing , he purfues his Argument in the 
following Words, as if delivered from a 
Tripode : •f* Each, and every Thing , as 
\ well divine as human , is turned up and 
down $ Days and Nights have their In - 
creaje and Decreafe , fo alfo has the 
Moon } there's an Accefs of Fire and 
Water ; J the Sun too has various Appear - 

G ances. 


* >y Exx nr wpo? wot y1x» xxi natlx wpof Wrov» tvv%» 
Lib. t . S(fi. i . 

Xapls <T« w«77ct> xx) Sreicc xx) urSpckr/>x> aru xxi 

xiru (t/XClfafXi'IX j WJJLlpH XX } tl'ppovtf TO ftmtm xxi 

ixxyjsoYt v> xxi 7ii aiMVH tI fJ\xiS«i xxi to {AotX'? sr * 
Ilt'pdf* xot) t/iTot?©'. «wEr$ /uxxpirxTtr 

xxi fipxxuTXTcr. IJxmy txutx, xxi i txutx ’ Zwi 
cxoT<&'' A lnt <px(&‘ ,, A5'n xxo t&Zmh* $«itx xxi fiilx- 
Kivii toCi XtTvct <y<T*> xxi rdS, XtTat, wot f«» iipnt» Aix* 

VpUffijUiVX T? TO? T«l'<r (> Ttt J'i TXUTX KUICvY i Xxi 

(t'a wpWowiK vx otfxiw, (L Si nprinovai Scxuvjiy 
tiSiYXh XctJ&’o* /ttJV opwtriv v’ J'INWXOWJK ’• X\\‘o/IUf XV* 
txyIx yUtlxi St avoQ-XHV jtet) « fctvwTxit xctl 

fii (blv\tYTXl> $ei%0VTW r tXHYUY uSt, xxi TWlSt XiJstf 
tI Ttpbi XXMXXi T«r TWtpup&.W /to/pilf 
J'Kctrw txwAWpfli, xoti «w) 7 $ /ut&r xxi «w) ts /mor. 

± That it to by, according to the right, oblique 

. ' 4r 
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the Surface, or circumfufed Air : Thcfe, 

I fay, being well underftood, that Man 
will eafily conceive all the reft, who, 
together with the mutual Accefs and 
Recefs*of Moijl and Dry , or the Sea 
and Land, comprehends thofe Things I 
already inculcated, concerning the con- 
tinued Declination of the Meridian Line, 
and confequently, concerning the not * 
lefs continued, though almoft imper- 
ceptible Change of the Axis of the 
Earth. All thefe Particulars duly con- 
fidered, either with regard to the Varia- 
tion of Particles always changing their 
Place, or with regard to the Cenftancy 
of never varying Appearances, the Con- 
dition of all the Globes in the infinite 
Ether, is alike j the Contemplation of 
which, is undoubtedly, not only the 
tnoft agreeable, but alfo the moft noble 
of all the Things that come within the 
Verge of true Philofophy. 


g * m 
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that there is no Part of the Sea, but 
will be, at length, poflefied by the 
Earth ; for Siccity or Dryncfs very oftenj - 
among the Writings of the Antients,, 
has the Signification of Fire , of which - 
it is both the Property and Efifcdl:. In 
the fo often quoted Books upon Diet, 
we feveral times meet with Fire , in the 
Senfe of Dry or Solid, it being ufual 
with Writers to put the EfFedt for the 
Caufe. The moll Antient of the He - 
brews , without any Addition, ufed Dry 
for Earth, and the moll antient Greeks , 
Moift, abfolutely for Sea. * So Mofes 
fpoke, fo -f Homer. As therefore there 
is an Accefs of Dry, fo alfo there is aRe- 
cefs of Moiji, interchangeably fuccced- 
ing each other, as well in a Macrocofm 
as Microcofm. The whole Earth, I 
fay, was formerly buried under Water* 
and the whole Sea hereafter fhall grow 
dry, or, which is the fame, fhall turn to 
Fire. From which Places mifeonftrued, 

and 


* ntonj et appareat aridum, Sc c. Gtn. i. 

g, io. Videatur etiam Jotr. i. 9, fcf it. ro. ae Pfifi 
erx. 5. item Dan.il, 10. 

b 1 ' > ■ ■* 9 ovxCr vp'pir 

Iliad 37 * 
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ture opens a more ready way: Infinite, 
fimple, and difiimilar Subftances, or the 
primary Bodies of infinite Species, move- 
able and indivifiblc, make all the Mix- 
tures of all Things, of which they 
thcmfelves are the eternal, unexhaufted, 
and immutable Matter. But the Con-' 
cretions, that proceed from thence, as 
they have.no other Production than the 
various Conjunctions of thofe Bodies, fo 
they have no other DeftruCtion than 
the Separation of thefe fame Bodies, by 
whatever Caufe this falls out to be fo.. 
Thus it need not be apprehended that 
Generation Ihould at any Time fail, 
the firft Subftances remaining incorrupt,' 
and there being always an Afient and 
Diflent; of Parts j neither, in like Man- 
ner,- is, it to be dreaded, that any Con-> 
trariety, whatever finally it is, fhould 
convert into itfelf, or confume the other 
Part's of’ the TJjifaerfe, as there can be- 
no Divifion, much lefs Permutation of 
the firft Bodies. Hence Chymifts, alas ! 
may. defpond of ever finding the Phi- 
lofopher’s; Stone. Therefore a conftant 
and perpetual Reciprocation of all pof-- 
fibl$ : mixed Bodies follows, by which* 

nothing 
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tient Sages, into External , or popular 
and depraved j and Internal , or pure 
and genuine ; no Difcord arifes among 
them, if every one of the Brotherhood 
profefles the Herefy he fucked in with 
his Milk, (fo it be not entirely falfe) 
or that, which has been any where efta- 
blifhed. They never enter into a Dis- 
pute upon fcholaftic Baubles, fuppofing 
that, in indifferent Matters , nothing is 
more prudent than the old Saying, We 
mujl talk with the People ) and think with 
- Philofophers . But fliould the Religion 
-derived from one’s Father, or enforced 
by the Laws, be wholly, or in lomere^ 

.fpedts, wicked, villainous, obfcene, ty- 
rannical, or depriving Men of their L?i j 
berty, • in fuch Cafe the Brethren may I 
with all the Legality in the World, be- * 
take themfelves immediately to one more 
mild, more pure, and more free. They • 
not only ftedfaftly aflert and hold to a 
Liberty of Thought, but alfo of A&ion, - 
detefting, at the fame time, all Licen- 
tioufnefs, and are fworn Enemies of all — • 
Tyrants, whether defpotic Monarchs, 
or domineering Nobles, or fa&ious Mob- 
leaders, Many of them are to be met 
. ' . H mtk 
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or gluttonous, but pure, fimple, and 
elegant: The Table is frugal, though 
neat, the Furniture indifferent, though 
clean, and the Brow often chearful, but 
never lowering. Towards the End, the 
Waiters and Servants, as fo many pro- 
fane and illiterate Pcrfons, are fhut out, 
and the doors being clofely bolted, ac- 
cording to the Cuftom of the Antients, 
the Brethren varioufly converfe upon 
various Topics. As the Bottle is in 
common to all, fo alfo is Difcourfe. 

Some Queftion or other, befidcs the 
Arguments, perhaps ftarted, is propofed 
to be folved by the Affembly, as in the 
Platonic Banquet : Or, as in the Zeno- -* 
phontic each Perfon gives an Account of 
his Task, either impofed upon him by 
himfelf, or by others. They treat of 
ferious and grave Things without Con- 
tention, of ludicrous and pleafant, with- 
out Levity : Important Difputesare en- 
tered upon, concerning the Knowledge 
of the moft worthy Things, and from- 
Matters indifferent arife agreeable Inter-, 
ludes. 

H 2 
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* In alternate Meafures fmg ; 

Alternate Meafures pleafe the Mufes 
beft . Trafp. • 

But the whole Form is repeated on Sol- 
ftices and Equinoxes, whofe Conver- 
fions, by the Mediation and Influence 
of the Sun, produce the Viciflitudes of 
Seafons, and all other Changes that hap- 
pen in our Globe. The whole Form 
is alfo read at other Times, efpecially 
upon the Admiflion of a new Brother, 
which is never done but by the unani- 
mous Confent of all, although he can 
be difcarded by a Majority of Votes. » 

The Prefidents , to make no room for 
Debates in Ele< 5 tions, follow the Order- 
of their Admiflion into the Society, and • 
in Meetings the late Prefident fpeaks 
firft, and the new One is the Steward 
of the Feaft. They frequently inter- 
pret the Philofophical Canon y which is 
placed in the fecond Part of the Form, 
and deduce from it the moft abftrufe' 
Theorems of Natural Philofophy, ac- 
cording 

. * Eclog. iii. v. 59. Alternii dicetii amantalterna 
Camcenx. Mtve&ut 2 r*,eu cluScr, d/icify otti xacvi* 

I], i. vet. 604. Videatur et Hjmtn in Aroi>, v, 189. - 



FORM 

Of Celebrating tta 

SOCRATIC- SOCIETY; 

CONTAINING* 

The Morals and Axioms of the 
SOCIETY. 


. ; The President fpeaks* 

May all Happinefs await our Meeting. 
The reft anfwer, 

We inftitute a Socratic Society . 
PRES. 

*1 o ;;; May Philofophy flourish. 
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R E S P. 

No, not even to that of Socrates himfelf: 

And let us deteft all Priejl~craft. 
PRES. 

To make all Things, notwithftanding, 
the more authentic, by the San&ion of 
proper Authors, and the beft of Men, 
(without intruding, though, at the fame - 
time, upon the Rights of Liberty) hear- 
ken unto, beloved Companions, the 
Words of the moft grave Cenfor Mar- 
cus Porcius Cato, related by Marcus 
Tullius Cicero , that renowned Father of 
his Country, in the thirteenth Chapter 
of the Book De Sene Bute. 

R E S P. 

We are therefore Votaries of Truth 
and Liberty, that we might refeue our- 
felves from Tyranny and Superftition. 
PRES. 

* I always had,’ fays Cato t ‘ the greateft Cic. de 

* Veneration for Companions, and it Scncft * 

* was therefore, in my Queftorlhip, that 3 * 

* I inftituted Fellowships on the Idean 

* Feftivals of the Great Mother. I feaft Cybele. 

* with my Companions, but very fo- 

* berly, as ftill there remained a certain 

* Heat of Age, which gradually cool- 

* ing, every thing daily became more 

I * mM 
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Neither elated by Joy, nor depreffed by 
Sadnefs, we might always maintain 
an unfliaken Conftancy. 

PRES. 

That we may alfo laugh to Scorn the 
Bugbears of the filly People, and the 
• Inventions of crafty Knaves* let 
us ling an Enriian Strain. 

PRES. & R E S P. 

* I value not a Straw the Augur Marfus , Idem da 
‘ Nor (trolling Quacks, nor (trolling For- 

‘ tune-tellers, Cap’ulV 

* Nor Jfmc Soothfayers, nor Dream-Ex- 

. * pounders: 

* They are all an ignorant Pack of 

* Boobies, 

* Superfluous Prophets, (hamelefs Con- 

‘ jurers, 

* Idle, crazy, poor Vagrants. — What 

* they themfelves 

* Have no Faith in, others forfooth mull 

* believe ; 

* From thofe, * they promife riches to, 

* they crave a Groat, 

* Let them, then, fromthefe Riches fub- 

* ftradt the. Groat, 

* And reftore the Remainder/— 

I 2 PRES. . 
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PRES. 

Hear Rill to (ye belt of Friends) the 
fame wife Cato , in the fourteenth Chap- 
ter of the fame Book De Seneflute, 
teaching as divinely after his Example. 
RES P. 

To be healthful, chearful, and happy. 
PRES. 

fdcmdc * I take a Angular Pleafure (fays he) in 
beneft. * t ^ e Magiflerys that have been inflituted 
a P’ ‘4* i hy our PredeceiTors ; and in the Dif - 
* . courfes that, according to antient Cuf- 

* tom , are made by the Steward of the 

* Feaft ; and in the Cups, as in Zeno- 

* phon' s Banquet, although fmall, * yet 
‘ bedewed with Liquor ; and in a cool- 

* ing Arbour in the Summer, and in’ 
‘ the grateful Viciflitude of the Sun’s 

* Warmth, and that of a Winter Fire. 

* Thefe Pleafures of Life I alfo feek 

* after, in my Sabine Retirement, and 

* conftantly make one of the Guefts at 

* the Entertainments of my Neighbours, 

* which we fpin out till it is late in the 

< Night, 

* Rtrantia in the Text, may imply Wine and Wa- 
ter mixed, or limply Water ; but this anfwers not 
what H tract faid of Old Cato i Narratur & frifei 
Cattail Jirpt mtrt caluijft ffhtm* 
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* Night, difcourfmg upon various To*- 

* pics. 

R E S P. 

Let Zenophon be the Theme of our 
Praife ; 

And the ruftic Sabina the Subject of our 
Imitation. 

PRES. 

Let us greatly feed our Minds ; 

But fparingly our Bellies. 

R E S P. 

*Tis juft, and good. 

PRES. . 

Let us toaft the Graces. 

RESP. 

Come, ’tis a fober Toaft ; and we /hair 
drink it foberly. 

END of the First Part. 






THE 


Second Part. 


CONTAINING 

The Deity and Philosophy of the 
SOCIETY. 


PRES. 

Keep oft' the prophane People. 
RESP. 

The Coaft is clear, the Doors are fhut, 
all’s fafe. 

PRES. 

All Things in the World are one. 
And one is All in all Things. 
RESP 

What's All in all Things is GOD, 
Eternal and Immenfe, . 
Neither begotten, nor ever to perifli. 
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PRES. 

In him we live, we move, and exift. 

R E S P. 

Every Thing is fprung from him, 

And fhall be reunited to him, 

He himfelf being the Beginning, and 
End or all Things. 

PRES. 

Let us fing a Hymn, 

Upon the Nature of the XJniverfe . 

PRES. & RESP. 

* Whatever This is, it animates all Things, p aW vinj 

* Forms, nourifhes, increafes, creates j apudCi. 

* Buries, and takes into itfelf all Things : 

* And the Same, of all Things is the i.Cap.57. 

. * Parent ; 

* From thence all Things, that receive a 

4 Being, 

* Into the fame are anew refolved. 

Sometimes the following . 

* All Things within the Verge of mor- Maml. 

* talLaws Lib...«r. 

‘ Are changed. — All Climates in revol- 515. 

* ving Years 

‘ Know not themfelves; Nations change 

* their Faces i I 

* But the World is fafe, and preferves 

t its All ; 

• ‘ Neither 
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* Neither increafed by Time, nor worn 

* by Age: 

* Its Motion is not inftantaneous, 

* It fatigues not its Courfe. — Always 

‘ the fame 

* It has been, and fhall be. — Our Fa- 

* ther’sfaw 

‘ No Alt’ration, neither fhall Pofterity : 
‘ ’Tis GOD, who for ever is immutable. 
PRES. 

Cicero, * Philosophy, thou Guide of Life! 
Tufc.Dif- * thou Searcher out of Virtue! thou Ex- 
P nt * L,b * 1 peller of Vice ! What, not only would 

▼. cap . », < {j ecome us ^ b ut even> w h at W ould 

* be the Life of Man without thee ? 

* Thou haft founded Cities, thou haft 

* gathered difperfed Mankind into a So- 

* ciety of Life. Thou haft united them 

* to each other, firft by a Participation 

* of the fame Abode, afterwards by 

* Wedlock, and finally, by a Commu- 
( nion. of Letters and Words. Thou 

* haft been the Giver of Laws, and the 

* Miftrefs of Manners and Difcipline. 

* We have recourfe to thee, we implore 

* thy Aid, we devote ouifelves entirely 

* to thee. One Day fpent well, and 
J according to thy Di&ates, is to be 
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c preferred to a prevaricating Immorta- 

* lity. Whofe Riches ftiould we rather 

* ufe than thine ? Thou, I fay, that 

* haft granted us a perfect Tranquility 

* of Life , and haft exempted us frotn 

* the Terrors of Death*. 

R E S P. 

Reason is the true and firft Law, 

The Light and Splendor of Life. 

PRES. 

* Think not, (as ye often fee re- Cicero In 

* counted in Fables) that thofe who g 

* have been guilty of wicked A&ions, A mer ino. 

* are feared and agitated by the flaming cap. 24. 

‘ Torches of Furies. Every Man’s 

4 own Fraud, every Man’s own Terror, 

* difturbs him moft ; every Man ? s own 

* Wickednefs fpurs him on to Madnefs ; 

* his own bad Thoughts, and the Con- 
c fcience of his Mind fill him with dif- 

* mal Apprehenfions. Thefe are the 
c conftant and dbmeftic Furies of the 
‘'Wicked/ 

RESP. 

To lead a happy Life Virtue alone is 
„ fufficient, 

• ‘ And is to itfelf an ample Reward. 

; ' K PRES. * V 
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PRES. 

What’s Honeft is the foie Good. 

R E S P. 

Neither is there any Thing ufeful but 
what is laudable. 

PRES. 

Now, (dearly beloved Brethren) the 
Philofophical Canon is to be diftindlly 
read, itmuftbe weighed attentively, and 
muft (land the Teft of your Judgement. 
R E S P. 

As the Contemplation of the Nature of 
Things is agreeable, fo alfo it is a moft 
ufeful Science : By Attention, therefore, 
we fhall weigh and judge. 

PRES. 

Cicero * « The antient Philofophers, in order 
Qucft.Tib. * t0 difeufs what Nature was, divided 
i, cap, 6, c it into two Things : The one efficient , 
7* ‘ the other that which is effietted. Tq 

‘ that which effects they fuppofed a 

* Force inherent, and to that which is 

* effected, a certain Matter ; tp both not- 

‘ * with- 

• i . Foret is in reality Motion ; for as there’s no 
Force without Motion, To the whole Force of Matter 
exerts itfclf by Motion. Body is taken fometimes in a 
broad Scnfe for Matttr ; but it Agnifies for the molt 
Part a certain Portion of Matter, made up of many 
Ample Subfiances, fo that Matter and Body are very 
often confounded. 

i 1 
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* withftanding both inherent j for 'Mat m 
€ ter itfelf cannot cohere, unlefs con- 
tained by fome Force, nor Force with- 

* out fome Matter , as every Thing is 

* compelled to be fomewhere, the Re- 
sult of both they called a Body, and as 

* it were a certain Quality.* 

* * Some of thefe Qualities are origin 

* nal, others derived from them. The 

* Original are of one Kind and Simple : 
c The Derived from them are various, 

‘ iand of manifold Shapes, Air , Fire t 

* Water and Earth are therefore original, 

* and from them fpring the Forms of Ani- 
c maUy and all thofe Things that are ge- 
nerated from the Earth, wherefore they 

* are called Beginnings and Elements, of 
V which the Air and Fire have the Force 
c of moving and cff'eEling the other Parts, 

* that of receiving , and, as it were, of 
‘ being pafjtve, I mean the Water and 

* Earth. ■ 

K. 2 * But 


* 2.- The Air, Fire; Water, and Eatth. are im- 
properly taken for Elements, as we have Ihewn in the 
ffiliminary Dijftrtatien. The Water and Earth are 
not faid to be p&iUve, as if abfolutelyever at reft t but 
becaufe Motion.in them affeds not alike the Scnfeg, 
as in Fire and Air, 


i 



60 PANT HEI STIC 0 N. 

* * But they imagine a certain Matter 
' without any Species , and devoid of all 

* that Quality to be comprifed in all, 

* out of which all Things are extra&ed, 

* and by which all Things are effected, 

* capable of receiving all, and imparting 

* to them all Kinds of Changes , under- 

* going alfo the fame Dijjolution , not 

* Annihilation , but rather a Reproduction 

* of Things into their own Parts, which 

* can be cut and divided in infinitum , 

* inafmuch as the minuteft Thing in 

* Nature can fuffer a Divifion.’ 

J * What’s moved, moves in Spaces , 

* which can be divided alfo in infinitum , 

* and as that Force, which we called Qua- 
'fW * lity } is fo moved and agitated''\up and 

‘ down, backwards and forwards, fo muft 
' likewife all and every Part of Matter , 
|_and 

• 3. */ he fir Ji Mutter conftfts in all the indivifible 
Particles of every Species, by whofc Conjunction and 
Dinjuntfion, all mixed Bodies are made, thefe with- 
out ceafing are refolved into one another, faving tho* 
always the conflitucnt Putts, which neither can be 
divided nor annihilated. 

% 4.. The Spaces of Determinations, or Boundaries, 
(though all Things are in a perpetual Motion, not 
one point in the Univerfe being abfolutely at reft,) 
are the Caufe that no Species of Motion is infinite, 
although all Motions taken together can be properly 
denominated an i> finite 
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* and thus conjointly effect the Things 

* that are called Qtialia : Out of which, 

* in every coherent and continued Nature , 

* with all its Parts , the World was made; 

* externally to which there’s no Part of 

* Matter , nor no Body exifting.’ 

* * All the Things that are in the 

* World are Parts of the World, and 

* comprifed in an intelligent Nature , en- 
4 do wed with perfect Re a Jon t and the 
4 fame Eternal ; for there’s nothing 
4 ftroriger to bring it to Deftrudtion : 

* This Force they call the Soul of the 

* World, as alfo a Mind, and perfedt 

* Wisdom, and confcquently G O D.’ 

$ 4 To this Reason they attribute, as 

* it were, a certain prudent Knowledge of 

* all the Things that are fubjedt to it, and 

4 there- 


* 5. The Parts of the Univcrfe are either integrant, 
or conftituent, no Void being placed between them, 
from whofe Motions and AfFetiions a truly divine 
Harmony arifes, which cannot be dhToIvcd by any 
fttonger Caufe, as none fuch exiils out of the infinite 
Whole. 

t 6. The Force and Energy of the Whole fome- 
times receives the Name of t’ro'vi^enee, which fj dif» 
pofes celcftial and terre/lrlal Things, that all are ad- 
minifired with the greateft Iteafon, and no room le!t 
for ei'her Chance or Fortune, every Thing adling by 
a Liberty free from 
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* therefore fuppofe, that firft and prin- 

* cipallv it takes Care of celeftial Things, 

* and afterwards on Earth of what be* 

‘ longs to Man : T his Admi nijlrati on is 
4 fometimes called by them Neceffity, 

* becaufe nothing can happen contrary 
4 to what it has appointed, as being a 

* fatal and immutable Continuation oj the 

* ever la fling Order . Sometimes it is 

* termed Fortune, becaufe it executes 
4 many Things unexpe&edly with re* 

* gard to us, upon Account of the Ob - 

* Jcurity and our Ignorance of Caufes 

R E S P. 

The Nature of the Efficient, no more 
than that of the Effect, leaves us 
hereafter no room for Doubt. 
PRES. 

We muff fet forth the Praifes of the 
heavenly Origin of Souls y infufed 
into the greateft and fmalleft. > 
PRES. & RESP. 

Some think by thefe Appearances induc’d, 
That to the Bees an Energy divine. 

And Part of the celeftial Mind, is giv’n ; 
For that a God, diffus’d thro’ all theMafs, 
Pervades the Earth, the Sea, and Deep of 
Air ; m . .:;; L 

.V , ! 
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Hence Men, and Cattle, Herds, and fa- 
vage Beafts, 

All at their Births receive etherial Life ; ' 
Hither again, diiTolv’d, they back return ; 

Nor Death takes ptecc; but, all immor* 
ta!, fly ' . , . • 

To Heaven, and in their proper Stars 

refide. • * * 1 ' 

♦ # ♦ * 

* i Virg. Qeorg. 1 . 4. !y. 220, Trapp. 


f 
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PRES. , • : 

Let us now make honourable mention 
of thofe Men and Women among the. 
Antients, who taught or a&ed nobly. 

RESP. ..r \ ' 

That they may benefit us by their Ex- 
ample, as well as Learning. 

Selomo r 
Thales ‘ i - 
Anaximander 
Xenophanes 
Melissus 
Ocellus 
Democritus 
Parmenides 
D lCi'EARCHUS 
Confucius 
Cleobulina 
Theano 
Pamphila 
Cerellia 
Hypatia 

P 11 E S. 

Let us praife all other philofophical 
Companies, and commemorate the Male 
and Female Votaries of Truth. 


-I 

The ficred 

Memory o / 


1 
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RESP. 

Let the praife-Worthy be praifed and 
honoured. 

PRES. 

Let us toaft the Muses. 
RESP. 

Come, we’ll drink it moderately* 
END of the Second Parsv • 




THE. 

Third Part: 

CONTAINING 

The Libertv of the' SOCIETY ; 

AMD 

A LAW, neither deceiving, nor to be 
deceived* 


PRES. 

We muft always wifli, 

That there fhould be a found Mind i in a 
fowid Body. 

And as Life is not to be laid down on a 
flight Pretext, 

So Death is never to be dreaded, 

R E S P. 

Nothing more is to be wiflied for. 
And to effe<ft this, we muft ule our ut- 
moft Endeavours. 


P R E 
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PRES. 

Let us therefore fing joyfully and tune- 

ably. 

j . PRES. &RESP. 

The Man in confcious Virtue bold, Hor. lib. 
Who dares his fecret Purpofe hold, *“• 04. y 
Unfliaken hears the Croud’s tumultu- v * x * 
ous cries, 

And the impetuous Tyrant’s angry Brow 
defies. 

Let the loijd Winds, that rule the. 

Seas, 

Their wild tempeftuous Horrors 
r.aife ; 

Let Jove’s dread Arm with Thunder 
rend the Spheres, ' * 

Beneath the Crulh of Worlds undaunted 
he appears. Francis. 

PRES. 

Among the Wife 

Mirth is more efteemed than Gain.' 

RESP. 

Mirth is'the CharadterifticofaFreeman* 

Sadnefs that of a Slave. 

PRES. ' ' 

*Tis better to rule over none, . than to 
/v Z . • be any Man’s Slave. 

L 2 
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R E S P. 

One may live honourably without a Ser- 
vant j 

But there's no living at any Rate with a 

Majier. 

PRES. 

But 'tis necefiary to obey the Laws, 
For without them there's no Property, 
no Safety. 

R E S P. • 

We are therefore Servants of the Laws, 
That we may be Free. 
PRES. 

There's as wide a Difference betweenL/- 
berty and Licentioufnefs. 

R E S P. 

As between Liberty and Slavery. 
PRES. 

Hear, therefore, (noble Equals) confider 
with yourfelves, and always (hew in 
your A&ions, the unerring Rule for liv- 
ing well, dying happily, and doing all 
Things properly. A Rule, I fay, not 
to be deceived, and a Law never de- 
ceiving, to be delivered to you now, in 
the very Words, in which formerly 
Marcus Tyllius inimitably expreffed it. 
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RESP. 

With open Ears, 

And Hearts eredt, we fliall liflcn. 
PRES. 

f Right Reafon is the only true Lav ) , 
‘ a Law befitting Nature, extended to 

* all, confident with itfelf, and cver- 

* lafiing. A Law that invites Men to 
‘ their Duty by commanding, and de- 

* ters from Fraud by forbidding. A 

* Law that commands or forbids not in 

* vain the Honeft, and, on the contrary, 

* fcy commanding or forbidding moves 
1 not the Difhoneft. 

‘ ’Tis not lawful to * obrogate this 

* Law, nor derogate any thing from it, 

* nor wholly abrogate it. Neither can 

* we, by the Senate or People, be ex- 

* empted from this Law. 

. * We are not to feck for any other 

* Explainer, or Interpreter of this Law, 

* ]opt itfelf j it is not a different Law at 
‘ Rome , from what it is at Athens, nor 
‘ different now, from what it fliall be 

* hereafter : But one and the fame Law, 

‘ eternal 


* To propofe the Enabling of a Law, contrary to 
a former, or fojne Claufe thereof. The Senfe of 
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Cic. dc 
Rcpub. 
lib. iii. 
Laflant. 
lib. vi, 
cap. 8. 
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* eternal and immortal, has and lhall 

* contain all Times and Nations. 

* There (hall be one, as it were, com- 
‘ mon Matter and Ruler of All, that 
‘GOD, the Inventor, Umpire, and 
‘ Giver of this Law : He who obeys 
‘ not this Law is his own Enemy, he 
‘ fcorns the Nature of Man, and there- 
‘ fore lhall undergo the greateft Punilh- 
‘ ments, though he efcapes all other 

* fuppoled ones/ 

RESP. 

We are willing to be brought up, and 
governed by this Law, 

Not by the lying, 

And iuperttitious Fidtions of Men. 
PRES. 

Laws framed by Men, are neither clear* 
nor univerfal ; 

Nor always the lame, nor ever efficacious, 
RESP. 

They are therefore ufeful to few, or 
Wholly to none. 

Interpreters alone excepted. 
PRES. : * 

Be ftill attentive. 

DeDivi- * Superstition, fays T«Z/y, (whofe 
oat. lib. »i. < Words are unquettionably true) over-. 
° 1 ' : fgresdfog 
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* fpreading Nations, fei zed upon almofl 
the Minds of ail, and took Pofleflion 

* of the Weaknefs of Men’. This is 
1 evident from my Books upon the Na - 

* ture of the Gods , and I have cleared it 

* up to my utmoft, in this Difpute upon 
‘ Divination : For I flattered myielf, 

* that I flrould conduce not a little to 

* my own particular 'Advantage, and 

* that of my Country, if I could find 

* a Means to root it out intirely. Not 
‘ that it Ihould be underflood, that by 

* deflroying Superftition, Religion is alfo 
f deftroyed, for it is a wife Man’s Bu- 

* finefs to uphold the Inflitutions of his 

* Anceftors, and retain their - Rites and 

* Ceremonies j but what I intimate is, 

* that the Beauty of the World, and 

* Order of heavenly Things, ’ force us to 

* confefs, that there exifts an excellent 
‘and Eternal Nature , which Ihould be 

* the Object of the Contemplation and 

* Admiration of all Mankind. Where- 
t/ore* as the Religion is to be propa- 

* gated,; that’s joined to the Knowledge 

* of Nature , fo all the Roots of Super- 

* Jlition are to be plucked out, and caft 

* away... .v-: /-v < • • .. y. d/.i 

V, i * R E S P. 
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RESP. • 

The fuperftitious Man, afleep or awake, 
enjoys no Repofe : 

He lives not happily, ' t ... > 
Nor dies fecurely,. 

Who, living and dying. 

Is a Prey to filly Priefts. 

PRES. . 

Whatever Time, Nature has allotted, 
every Man for Life,. 

RESP. 

He fliould be fatisfied with it. 
PRES. 

He who dreads what cannot be avoided* 
can never polfefs a fedate Mind. 
RESP. 

But he who fears not Death, becaufe 
necelfary, prepares a Safe-guard for 
a happy Life. 

PRES. . 

As our Birth brought us the Beginning; 
of all Things, fo fhall our Death 
the End. 

RESP. 

As nothing of thefe belonged to us be- 
fore our Birth, fo nothing fhall 
after Death. 

PRES, 

He ’s as great a Fool who weeps ; 

fife 
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He (hall not be^live a thoufand Years 
hence. 

... RESP, 

As he who weeps. 

That he has. not lived to a thoufand 
. Years. 

PRES. 

To Fame, and Cuftom only, 

Funeral Pomps and Solemnities (hould 
be granted, 

R E S P. 

They are therefore to be defpifed by us j 
But not to be neglected. 

» 1 PRES. 

Let’s toaft fome Health, 

RESP, 

Come. 

PRES. 

My humble Service to the Societv. 
RESP. 

It (hall go round in full Bumpers. 

fl' PRES. 

Let the new Prefident give Orders for 
all other Particulars. 
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RESP. 1 " V 
It (hall be done. 

* V « 1 , 

Afterwards they feaft temperately, teach- 
ing one another, and learnings which is 
the Symbol and principal Scope of the 
Society. 

END of- the Third Part. 
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The two lajl Stanzas, taken from Horace, 

‘ injerte'd in the lajl Part of the Form, 
are not always chanted , other Odes of 
the fame Poet are alfo fung entirely , 

- adapted to the various Circumfances of 
Times and Things , as it feems proper 
to the President, Such are thofe 
that are conducive to Wifdom, an even 
Temper , the Reformation of Life , 
Mirth and Innocence , as in a particu- 
lar manner the following . 


Vides ut alta ftet nive candidum 
Quid dedicatum pofeit Apollonem 
Nullus argento color eft, avaris 
/Equam memento rebus in arduis 
Redius vives, Licini , neque altum 
Eheu fugaces, Pojlume , Pofume ; 
Jam pauca aratra jugera regias 
Otium Divos rogat in patenti 
Non ebur neque aureum 
Odi profanum Vulgus, & arceo 

M2 


Lib.i.Od.9. 

lbid.Od.31. 

Lib.2.0d.z. 

Ibid.Od.3. 

Ibid.Od.io, 

Ibid.Od.14. 

Ibid.Od.15. 

Ibid.Od.i6. 

Ibid.Od.iS. 

Lib.3 Od.i. 
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bid.Od.z. Anguftum, Amici, Pauperiem pati 
bid.od.23. Ccelo fupinas fi tuleris Manus 
ibid.Od.24. Intadlis opulentior 
Lib.4.0d.7. Diffugere nives, redeunt jam gramina 

campis 

ibid.Od.12. j am V eris comites, quae mare temperant," 

Epod. a. Beatus ille qui procul negotiis, 

ibid. 12. Horrida tempeftas ccelum contraxit & 

imbres. 1 a 





Of a Two-fold 


PHILOSOPHY 

OF THE 

PANTHEISTS. 

That fhould be followed. 

To which is fubjoined, r 

A fhort Dissertation upon the Idea of 
the beft and mod accomplifhed MAN. 


I. 

have, in the preliminary 
r-J Di flirtation. with as much 

KUWii JJ) ~ t M . r r t. /*••... 


Concifenefs, as Perfpicuity,: 
P ]r SS 4} difeufled the Nature, Re- 
gulation, and Names of 
private Societies, or learned Entertain- 
ments among the Greeks and Romans ; 
and, at the fame time, we have not 



94 


PANTHEISTIC ON. 

concealed the State or Origin of the mo- 
dern Socratic Society , which we made 
the chid Subject of our Difcourfe. By 
the extraordinary Form of this Society, 
now fir ft brought toTight, any one 
may fee plainly that the Manners of the 
1 Brethren are hot morofe, rather, polite 
and elegant, nay even devoid of all Vice 
and juft Ccnfure. Moreover the Laws of 
this agreeable Banquet, not lefs juft than 
prudent, are to be learned j and the at- 
tra&ive Charms of Liberty, far remote 
from all Licentioufnefs, are to be tho- 


roughly read, fo much the more, as 
nothing is fo prized by the Brotherhood^ 
as not only the cultivating of Modefty, 
Continence, Juftice, and all Kinds' of 
Virtues thcmfelves, but alfo of exciting 
others, as well by Words as Example^ 
to their Practice. But they treat of all 
Martial, thefe human Things humanely. Toil 


l.b. 10. flail have Jokes without. Gall} } and Li - 
t/' berty not to be dreaded in-the Morning* 
jiyic jtiu and no Rcfiraiht laid upon h your Tongue 
j:d. r.tc you may perceive, that their Religion is. 
nunda Li - fimple, clear, eafy, without Blemifh, 
and freely beftowed, . not painted Over,. 
K'lqucd t intricate, embarrafted, . inepmpre-! 

tatuijji * ■■ . . .» . i . AWl 4 * 

vtiu. > ,t , . v, '+ .vr./ ^neniiblc,, 
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henfible, or mercenary ; not luring 
Minds with filly Fables, and enfnaring - 
them by the. Filth, Inhumanity, or Ri- 
dicule of Superftition j not fubfervient, 

I fay, to the private Advantage of any 
Family, or Fadfcion, againft the public 
Good } not fcandalizing or railing at, 
much lefs. difturbing or tormenting any 
Perfon or Perfons, fo that they be ho- 
ned: and peaceable Men. There is, no 
Qccaiion to make a longer Difcourfe 
upon the Improvement of the Mind. 
The Pantheists can defervedly be 
ftiled the * Myfts and *f* Hierophants of 
Nature j for as formerly the J Druids , 
Men of an elevated Genius, kept up to 
the StriBncfs of their brotherly Union , (as 
the Authority of Pythagoras has decreed) 
fo alfo they were verfed in the Knowledge 
of the mo[l abftrufe ‘Things, and their 
Minds were lifted up by the Contempla- 
tion of tbe fublimeft Myjlcries. The So- 
ar at ic Companions ftrenuoufly ruminate 
upon the fame Studies, for which the 
Druids and Pythagorics made them- 
• . ) felves 

Ir,* Priefts ; thofe that arc learned thcmfelvea, or 
faftruft other* in the Myfteries of Religion. , / 

+ An Interpreter of facred Myflerics, 

J Ammian. Marcellin. lib. 15. cap. p, 
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felves fo illuflrious, both inftituted So- 
cieties, yet the Pantheifls allow not all 
their Words and Deeds; for where 
they depart from Truth, there we alfo 
depart from them, praifing voluntarily 
what we approve of, and giving Thanks 
to thofe, by whofe Labour we have in 
any Shape benefited ourfelves. 

ckp pfe Sb cfe z'fc) cfe cfe 

II. 

B U T perhaps it may be imputed as 
a Fault to the Pantheists for 
embracing two Dodtrines, the one Ex - 
Exoterica. ternd or popular, adjufted in fome Mea- 
fure to the Prejudices of the People, or 
to Dodtrines publickly authorifed for 
Efoterica. true ; the other Internal or philofophi- 
cal, altogether conformable to the Na* 
ture of Things, and therefore to Truth 
itfelf : And moreover for propofing this 
fecret Philofophy, naked and entire, un- 
masked, and without any tedious Cif- 
cumftance of Words, in the Recedes of 
a private Chamber, to Men only of con- 
fummate Probity and Prudence.. . But 
what Perfon, unlefs equally ignorant of 

. >: vrrrA the 
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the Difpofition of the human Genius, 
and what’s tranfaCted in Nature, doubts 
that they aCt wifely ? The RCafon of 
what I fay is manifeft. For no Religion, 
no Sc<5t, can brook a Contradiction 1 ,- 
much lefs can endure that their DoCtrines 
fliould be charged with Error orFalfity, 
and their Ceremonies with Vanity or 
Folly. All Things (an’t pleafe you) are 
lent down to them from Heaven, al- 
though they gape after earthly Defires. 
They are divine (if you credit them) and 
indifpenfably necefifary for the Regula- 
tion of Life, although ’tis evident that 
they are human, empty alfo, and fuper- 
fluous, and often monftrous Fictions: 

Nay even, for the mold Part, deftruCtive 
to the common and public Tranquility, 
xis it appears to a Demonitration from 
daily Experience. Amongfl: fo many 
various and difagreeing Opinions, if it 
is not poflible that none of them fhould 
be true, at leaft it is impofiible that 
more than one of them fhould be true : 

This is an acute Obfervation long ago 
made by Tully> ■ in dif cuffing the Nature ^ 
of the Gods. Wherefore the Pan : , 6. 
thei ts, Perfons of the ftriCtefl: Mode- 
; -v ■ N ration, 


"'t ' 1 

r- A '' 
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ration, behave towards frantic, foolill),' 
and fluborn Men, as fond Nurfes do to- 
wards their babbling Minions, who 
imbibe from them the pleafing Infatua- 
tion of imagining thcmfelves Kings and 
Queens, that they are the only Papa 
and Mama's Pets, and that there are 
none fo pretty and *fo fin.y as they. 
Thofe who flatter not Infants in thefe 
Trifles are odious and difagreeable to 
them. Thofe, on the other Hand, who 
cxafliy ad do adhere not by Line and Level to the 
amujpm. Opinions of the Ignorant, though Adults, 
are abominated and ill ufed ; their Inve- 
teracy is brought to fuch a Pitch, that 
they deign not to keep them Company, 
they oblige them with no Office of Hu- 
manity, they would fain have them,' 
whilfl: alive, prohibited Fire and Water, 
lamihed, anc ^ w h en dead, eternally tormented. 
But as Superjlition is always, the fame in 
Vigour, though fometimes different in 
Rigour, and as no wife Man's Attempt 
was amifs in rooting it out of the Minds 
of all Perfons, which could not be com- 
pafled at any Rate j yet he'll ufe hi$ En- 
deavours to do all that can be done, that 
is,' by plucking out the Teeth and paring 

'• the. 
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the Nails of this worft and mod: per- 
nicious of Monfters, he will not fuffer it' 
at its Pleafure to hurt on every Side. It 
is to Men in Power, and Politicians a<5lu- 
ated with this noble Difpofition of Mind, 
that we are indebted for all the religious 
Liberty % that is any where now a Days 
to be met with, which has redounded 
not a little to the great Advancement of 
Letters, Commerce, and Civil Concord. 
Whereas, on the contrary, to the Su- 
perftitious, or pretended Worfliippers of 
Supreme Powers, I mean, to fpirit- 
hauntedEnthupafts, or fcruploufly Pious, 
are owing all Feuds, Animofitics, Mur 
tinies, Muldts, Rapines, Stigmates, Im- 
prifonments, Banifhments, and Deaths. 
Thus it neceffarily muff happen, That 
one Thing Jhould be in the Heart , and in 
a private Meeting j and another Thing 
Abroad , and in public AJj'emblies, This 
Maxim has often been greatly in Vogue, 
and pra&ifed not by the Antients alone ; 
for to declare th>e Truth, it is more in 
Ufe among the Moderns, although they 
profefs it is lefs allowed* , 
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III. 

H AVING thus briefly eftabliffled 
the two-fold Philofophy of the 
Antients, it will be no difficult matter 
to underhand, that the Pantheists, 
among fo many different Se&s in Vogue, 
and their mutual Scuffles, I wiffl not 
Maflacres and Carnage, lead a peaceable 
Life, and neither hurried away by a 
Love for thofe, nor a Hatred for thefe, 
fludy the Safety of the Republick, and 
the common Good of Mankind, fworn 
Enemies of all Debates and Parties. If 
thofe who arc going aftray, are pleafed 
to be put upon the right Road, they 
* will courtcoufly point it out to them; 
if they perfift in their Error, they will, 
notwithftanding, friendly and from their 
Hearts exercife ' a Commerce of Life 
-with them. They know, and lay it 
down for a Principle, t-Hkt no Man is to 
be difdained or fcorned upon Account 
ofindifferent and harmlefs Opinions, and 
that whatever Nation or Religion he is 
*>f, his Company, for the Virtues and 

Excel* 
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Excellencies of his- Mind, is to be fought 
for* and in no wife to be avoided, but 
for his Vices, and the Corruption of his 
Morals. Therefore a Pantheijl will ne- 
ver punifh or difgrace any Man for a 
mere Sentiment j - for Sayings, I fay, or 
Actions that hurt no Man, neither will 
he advife or inftigate others to defile 
themfelves by fuch a notorious Piece 
of Villainy. Fraudulent Priefts, or im- 
potent filly Women, may flir up Magi- 
Arates againft them, not able at the 
fame time to lay any Crime to their 
Charge,' or upbraid them with any 
Thing, except that they cannot folve 
their Objections, or becaufe they live a 
Life more agreeable to the Dictates of 
Reafon, and- more uprightly than they 
themfelves do. But none in a public 
Employ, or charged with the Interefl 
of the Public, will give Ear to thefe 
brain-fick fantaftic Perfons, unlefs he is - 
a Man blinded by Superftition, or, on 
the other Hand, a Slave to Ambition 
and filthy Gain, and confequently re- 
gardlefs of the Honour that is due to 
Virtue and Merit. As for the reft, the 
Socratic Companions laying no Strefs 

upa 
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upon the Praife and Scandal of others, 
make it their total Endeavour to live 
after their own, and not another’s Fancy, 
contented with their Lot : They.corre<5t 
their Hearts with virtuous Precepts, and 
embellifli their Minds with Learning, 
the better, and with greater Eafe, to be 
ferviccable to themfelves, their Friends, 
and all Perfons j to approach, moreover, 
(though they fhould never attain to it) 
with more Certainty, and nearer to that 
Perfe&ion, which every good and 
learned Man is obliged to have at Heart, 
and wifli for, either to acquire it for 
himfelf, or impart it to others. Cicero , 
to whom our Society is indebted for fo 
many, and fuch excellent Things, tor 
Wards the End of his Firft Book of 
Laws , has furnifhed us with A diflintt, 
and exalt Idea of the beft and ,moft ac~ 
complijhed Man , ’ Let the Learned then 
read, and fqrm . .themfelves according 
to this Rule, 
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• IV. 

* TT TT E that knows himfelf, (fays Knowlcge 

* 1L lL Tully) will iirft fuppofe that 

* he has fomething. Divine, and he will 
‘ think in himfelf, that his Genius is 

* confecrated like any Image of Wor- 

* fhip ; and he will always adt and think 

* in a Manner worthy of fo great a Fa- • , 

* vour of the Gods. 

‘ And when he has throughly known ^ T ^ e . F *' 

* and wholly proved himfelf, he will JhcMind. 

* underftand how Nature has fet him 
VofF for Life, and what confiderable 

* Means he has to obtain and acquire 
Wifdom y inafmuch as, at firft, he im- . 

f bibed in his Mind, an imperfedt noUjm. 
c Knowledge of all Things, adorned by 

* which, and guided by Wijdom , let; 

* him fhew himfelf,. according as his, 

* Soul makes a greater Progrefs towards 

* Perfedtion,. a better Man, and, as a 

* neceflary Confequence of his Good- 

* neis, kt him. contemplate his Happi- 

* nefs. J 

^ \ ' *’ i('» . r , !l ■■ 
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* For when his Mind, formed by 

* tile Knowledge and Practice of Virtue, 

* has quitted its Fondnefs and Indul- 

* gencc for the Body, has laid a Re- 
• * ftraint upon Pleafure, as a Stain to 

* Beauty, has made void the Terrors of 
‘ Death and Pain, has entered into a 
‘ Society of Love with its own, has re- 

* puted all its own, whom Nature has 
9 united by a mutual Benevolence, has 
f embraced the true Worlhip of the 

Religion. < Deity, and the Purity of Religion,* 

• ■ ' * and has-lharpened the Edge as well of 

* the Wit as Eyes, to choofe Good and 

* reject the contrary, (which Virtue, 

* from its Forccaft, is called P?:udence ) 9 

* What Situation can be falid or thought 
l to poflefs a more extenfive Happinefs b 

Pb>fick». * The lame accomplifhed Man, when 
• ‘ . * with due Confideration he has taken & 

9 View of the Heavens, Earth, Seas; 

* the Nature of. all Things, the Caufes 
‘ of their Generation, where they run 
r back again, when, and how, they 

* are to bediifolved, what is mortal and 

* perifhablc in them, what divine and 

* heavenly : When he has almoft laid 

* hold of the Being that rules and go- 

> ‘ mm 

- to 
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1 verns thefe Things, when he has cjif* 

* covered himfelf to be not inclofed 
f within one Wall, the Native of any 
f circumfcribed Place, but a Citizen of 

* the whole World, as one City : In 

* this magnificent Appearance of Things ; t 
5 and in this Contemplation and Know-’ 

f ledge of Nature, ye immortal Powers! 
f how well he fhall know himfelf! 

*. (an Advice imparted to us by the Py- 
‘ thean Apollo) how he /hall dcfpife, 

* fcorn, and repute as nothing, what 

f commonly is deemed the Height of 
- Pomp and Grandeur ! 4 

* As ' by a Kind of Rampire, he’ll Lo *‘ c k 

* fortify all thefe Particulars with /launch 
f Arguments, a juft Difcernment of 
< Truth and FaUhood, and a certain 

* Science and Art of Under/landing : 

> He’ll know what Conclufions he is to 
‘.draw from his Premifles, and what is 
1 repugnant to every Thing. . / 

As he’s fenfible, that he is b6rn for Politic* 

* i civil Society, he will not only enter into and El0 ‘ 

* the Difciiffion of thefe Matters, by q ” encc ‘ 

* the Subtilities of Difpute, but alfo by . 

* a’ continued Difcourfe, by which die s 
f ‘may rule - People, eftabli/h Laws, 

V-v' • o 
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The Ad. ' 
miniftra- 
tionof the 
Common- 
wealth. 


Hiflory. 


The 

grea»eft 

Wifdom, 


PANTHEISTICO N. 

1 chalVife the Wicked, defend the Good, 

* praife illuftrious Men, deliver whole* 

1 fome Precepts and perfwafive Encomi- 

* ums to his Citizens, exhort to Honour, 

* recall from Wickednefs, comfort the 

* afflided, and exhibit, by everlafting 

* Monuments, the Tranfadions andOr- 

* donances of the Brave and Wife, to 
‘ the indelible Difgrace of the Wicked. 

* Now as fo many and fuch mighty 
‘ Things are perceivable in Man, by 

* thofe who are willing to know them* 

* felves, we muft neceflarily conclude, 

* that Wifdom is both their Parent, and 

* the Nurfe that trains them up.’ 

rfe t'fe cfe rfe cfe tk cfe t'k ijfe c'k Sb cfe 

1 ■ 

V. 

B U T who is it, that would not tbe 
willing to be more wife and bet-- 
ter ? Who is it that could not ? And 
where's the End of any Difcipline, but 
to make Men wife and good ? If it is 
deficient in thefe Refpeds, it feems to 
me for the greater Part ufelefs, though 
not entirely for Ornament and Elegance 
Sake tc be rejeded. Wherefore • the : 
- , »» • 
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Pantheist become wife, or at lead 
poflefled of the next Degree to Wifdom, 
fliall not, in the firft Place, to his Pre- 
judice, run counter to the received Theo- 
logy, that in philofophical Matters 
fwerves from Truth j neither fliall he 
be altogether Silent, when a proper Oc-‘ 
cafion prefents itfelf ; yet he fliall never 
run the Rifque of his Life, but in De- 
fence of his Country and Friends. As 
to the moft Holy Maxims of the Mef- 
/las, which are ever, and always to be 
profefled, though without bafe Additions, 
and finiftrous Interpretations, we under- 
take not to fpeak of them here, the 
Place being foreign to them. Secondly, 
all the Truths that the Pantheijl can 
with Safety difclofe, as Politics, Aftrono- ! 
my, Mechanics, OEconomics, and fuch ' 
like, he fliall not only not envy them * 
to others, but even voluntarily commu- • 
nicate them, ftill never without a due ; 
Caution, becaufe the Commonalty weighs 
moft Things in the Scales of Opinion, 
and but very few in thofe of Truth. 
Finally, he fliall exa&ly Eftimate, and 
in the Silence of his Heart, meditate 
upon the more facred Dogms, regarding 

-• 0 z either 
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cither the Nature of God> or of . the 
Soul ; and he ftiall not make the Wick- 
ed, nor the Ignorant, nor any, except 
the Brethren alone, or other ingenious, 
upright, and learned Men, Partakers of 
Efotcrics. I am confcious to myfelf, 
that this Silence, and prudent Referved- 
nefs of Mind, will not be agreeeble to 
all Perfons j however the Panthiests 
Ihall not be more open, ’till they are 
at full Liberty to think as they pleafe, 
.apd fpeak as they think. 


VI, 

IpERHAPS, one more curious, than 
JL confiderate, fhould ask, whether 
in Effeft fuch a Society exifts ? Whether 
the Form we exhibited is there recited ? 
Ztnopben Or rather, as fome have projected for 

lu tut ion of ^ 0( ^ s > ^e keft Kings, and the beft 
4r«/7and regulated Commonwealths, fo to the 
Plata in Image of the moft agreeable and learn- 
Rqtd- e( j gociet^^ all tbefe Things have been 
framed concerning the Pantheijls? Per- 
haps, good Sir, and what then, prithee, 
if the Thing is fo,? Figure t<? yourfelf, 

. - ■ thajt 
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that they ares not tote, notwithftanding 
you muft acknowledge, them to be pro- 
bable.. ; They ; .'are. all confident’ with 
themfelves, as in the moft undoubted 
Matters. Or, if you are willing to haye 
4 Mixture of Truth jmd FaUhood, you 
may judge that thoie who read this Sot 
crat,ic. Aflembly, ihall reap no lefs Ad? 
Vantage from it, than from the Chorus 
pf Hordce,' as it commands Virtue* and 
forbids Vice. t •» . . • A 

' • U, \ , * • , \ 

Bridles wild Rage, loves rigid HoneJly t ; Art of 
And fir i 51 Objervance of impartial Laws, p <* tr y» T 
Sobriety y Security , andPeacey ■ * 

And begs the Gods to turn blind Fortunes 
Wheel , 

5To raife the Wretchcd t and pull down the 

Proud, 

Lord Rosscommon. 

If a Perfon in Poetry, or Painting,' 

Should frame to himfelf a Miftrefs 
adorned with all poflible Beauties and 
Graces, though in reality he’s not in 
the PofTeflion of fuch a one, yet he will 
not be thought to be devoid of Love, 
or averfe from Beauty : But to clear up 
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the Matter in one Word, there are, un- 
doubtedly, in feveral Places, not a few 
Pantheijis t who, according to the Cuf- 
tom of others, have their private Aflem- 
blies and Societies, where they feaft to- 
gether, and what is the fweeteft Kind 
of Sauce, where they philofophife over 
it. Whether or no that Form or any 
Part of it is always, and every where 
. recited among them, I leave undecided, 
for your Part, Reader, whoever you 
are, make ufe of it, and I heartily wifh, 
that it may tend to your Advantage. 
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